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This right of entry shiall he exercisable only
during any lunch hour or non-workingr
period. It is readily granted by tile
msajority of employers at the present time.
Oniy those employers who continually seek
to dodge the provisions of awards or agree-
ments refuse the right of entry to repre-
sentatives of industrial unions. A furtber
right of entry is given, to be exercised at
all reasonable hours of the day or night,
if the officer of the untion concerned has
-reason to believe that any. person is at any
time carrying- out work in contravention of
the provisions of the Arbitration Act or
any award or industrial agreement. The
offering or obtaining of premiums in re-
spect to any employment is prohibited by
the Bill.

The amendments contained in the Bill
are considered necessary, especially as the
Industrial Arbitration Act has not been
substantially' amended since 1925. During-
the intervening period there has been a
,considerable change in industrial practices
and industrial relationships. I invite
every member of the House to give close
attention to each provision, as I am confi-
dent a careful study of the Bill will result
in the greater part of it gaining approval
from both sides of the House. I move-

That the Bill be now lead a second time.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
journed.

House odjourned at 10.7 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MINES, CONTRACT

SURVEYORS.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief Sec-
rotary: 1, Who were the contract surveyors
employed by the Mines Department during
the last four years to survey mining leases?
2, What amounts have been paid to each
surveyor during the last twvo year-s (a) under
the contracts; (b) for travelling Expenses?
3, (a) Are tenders called for these con-
tracts? (b) It not, on whlat grounds arc
selections made?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Surveyors J. A. Nunn, F. G. Medealf, K. A.
MeWhlae, J. A. Ewing, H. Gladstones, W.
St. C. Brockway, F. Tapper. 2, Surveyor
J. A. Nunn: (a) Amount paid, £2,693 'is.:
(b) Travelling expenses, £235 3s. 6id. Sul-
veyor F. G. Medcalf: (a) Amount paid,
£1,080 l0s. 10d.; (b) travelling expenses,
£2ro I.7s. Surveyor K. A. 'MeWbac: (a)
Amount paid, £C1,314 35s. 10d.; (b) travel-
ling expenses, £.184 10s. Surveyor H. Glad-
stones: (a) Amount paid, £79 18s. 4d.; (b)
travelling expenses, £7. Surveyor J1. A.
Ewing: (a) Amount paid, £31 18s. 6d.; (bU
travelling expenses, £8 9s. 6d. Surveyor F.
Tupper: (a) Amount paid, £2 u1s. 2d.; (b)
travelling expenses, nil. These are the only
amounts paid by the department, and each
surveyor has to pay all his expenses in con-
nection with the wvork, including wages to
survey hands, etc. 3, (a) No. (b) Survey-
ors are selected with due regard to the de-
partment's requirements.
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BILLS (3)-rIRST READING.
1. Police Act Amendment.
2. Criminal Code (Section 211) Amend-

ment.
3. Parks and Reserves Act Amendment.
Introduced by Hon. J. Cornell.

MOTION-HEALTH ACT.

To Disalloer Amendment to Reguiations.

Debate resumed from the previous day onl
the following mnotion by Hon. C. F. Baxte2-
(East):

That, the amiendznest to Schedule B of the
regulations made under the Health Act, 1911-
1937, as pulIished in the '"Government Gaz-
ette'' on the 5th August, 1938, and laid on the
Table of the Rouse on the 10th August, 19:18,
be and is hereby dlisallowed.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
r4.411 The Chief Secretary seemed to imply
that the objection to thiis amendment to
regulations proceeded from agitators con-
nected with the meat market. However, the
people who are most concerned, and who
ccrtriniy are- agitating against the amend-
ment, are the primary' producers. Last night
we had an interesting speech from MAr. Sed-
(don, who quoted extensively from 'Mr. Clark,
an economist. The economist said that pri-
mary industry was failing, and in his opinion
must continue to decline. Is there any other
reason for thle decline than the continued
impjosition of regulations such as these now
under review, regulations which in effect
take away from primary producers the right
to handle their own conunoditiesq

The Chief Secretary: Can you indicate
where the regulations do anything of the
kind?

Honl. A. THOM1SON : If that is not their
object, why the regulations? They are pro-
inulg ated in order to ensure that people who
use the abattoirs shall be protected from arbi-
trary competition, to which protection they
are entitled. Such, I understand, is the inter.
pretation of the rules claimed by the Chief
Secretary. Canl the small quantities of meat
that primary producers are in a position to
place onl the market prove inimical to the
welfare of wholesale butchers! These regulla-
tions have been promulgated more in the in-
terests of the wholesale butchers than in
those of the primiary producers. The latter
are the people I wa~nt to protect if it is at
ill possible. Therefore, I object to the regui-

1191

lations and the proposed amendment. Mr.
Wood dealt fairly fully with them, and I
have risen to voice my objections.

It is suggested that the Government desires
to ensure that the meat market shall not be
ill a position to sell, either wittingly or un-
wittingly, meat which could not be sold if
the regulations applying to the Midland Junc-
tion abattoirs arc complied with. We all
recognise that the health of the people must
be safeguarded. However, before all these
regulations were promulgated and before
the central markets were established at Mid-
land Junction, the cost of them being about
£30,000, was there anything seriously detri-
mental in the meat sold? Was it in a my
war unfit for human consumption?

Thme Chief Secretary: Tons of it was.
Hon. A. THOMSON: I do not know that

there was any perceptible rise in the death
rate due to toins of diseased meat being sold
for human consumption. The Chief Secre-
tary asserts that considerable quantities of
meat were condemned onl account of putre-
faction; but -the reason why that meat ar-
rived at the market in such a state was the
introduction of a Government regulation co-
ordinating- railway and road transport and
forbidding the picking-np of meat along the
route b 'y road transport. Thle consequence
was that a great deal of meat had unfor-
tunately to be condemned, the chief cause of
its condition of putrefaction being the
leng-thy period required for railway tranis-
port. I canl prove that. It is all very well
for the Chief Secretary to shake his head
and say, "The Government is out to safe-
guard the health of the people." I contend
that the Government is out to force every-
thing into the central abattoirs and, as Air.
Wood has said, to compel all stock to go
through the slaughter yards.

The Chief Secretary: This regulation has
nothing to (10 with killing-.

Hon. A. THOMSON: No; only with mar-
keting. If the statement made by the Chief
Secretary is perfectly correct, why have these
regulations been promulgated?

The Chief Secretary: For inspection of
meat. This amendment to regulations gives
your friends the primary producers an ad-
vantage wvhich in its absence they will not
have.

Hon. A. THOM3SON: If the Chief Secre-
tary' can prove that to me, I will change my
views. I have read the regulations, and I
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heard the speeches of Mr. Baxter and the obliged to slaughter at the abattoirs. Never-
Chief Secretary. Mforeover, I heard the re-
marks of Mr. Wood.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Read No. 3.
Hon. A. THOMSON: It reads-
The caresses of ainimals slaughtered outside

the abattoirs area but intended for sale therein
shall still be inspected and branded at the meat
market or abattoirs.

floes the Chief Secretary regard us as
simple enough to believe that this regulation
will not mean extra expense? In the past
it has operated in that direction, and I see
no reason why it should not continue to do
so. The flinal regulation convinces me that
my vote must he recorded in favour of Mr.
Baxter's motion. I hope the House will
disallow the proposed amendment.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray-West) [4.501: I am strongly
opposed to the disallowance of the amend-
ment to the regulations. The Chief Sec-
retary ltld the House that the people w-ho
are pressing for the disallowance have not
given the regulations more than CUrsory
study.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What about the 10 road
boards?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
had letters from road boards in my district
and the boards have been under a wrrong
impression.

Hon. C. F. Baster: With all due respect to
the Honorary Minister, I say they are not
under a wrong impression.

The HONORARY MI1NISTER: After
listening to Mr. Wood's speech, I have come
to the conclusion that some members have
not even taken the trouble to i-cad the regu-
lations.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I i-cad themn to the
House.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Chief
Secretary explained that whatever is clone
regarding the regulations, the proclamation
extending the abattoirs area will remain in
force.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Nobody said otherwise.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask

member-s to allow the Honorary Minister to
proceed with his spechl.

The HONORARY M1INISTER : The Chief
Secretary also explained that producers in
the road districts mentioned by 'Mr. Wood,
namely, Gosnells, Darling Range, Armadale-
Kelmuscott, and so forth, would still be

theless, Mr. Wood persists in confusing the
r-egulations with the proclamation extending
the abattoirs area. In this connection he
stated-

The regulation provides that slaughtering
shall be prohiited wi thin the area.

As thme Chief Secretary explained, the regu-
lation does nothing of the kind. It simply
states that all meat exposed for sale within
a 25-mile radius of the G.P.O., Perth, must
be certified fit for human consumption.

Hon. A. Thomson: Yes, at the abattoirs.
The Chief Secretary: Not at all.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Certainly.

not. Nowhere do the regulations set forth,
as Mr. Wood contends, that "slaughtering is
prohibited in the area, except at the State
Ahattoirs or at slaughter houses where pigs
arc slaughtered under permit and inspected
at the time of slaughter."

Member: It is done by proclamation?
The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. I

submit that members have not properly
grasped the facts.

Hon. G. B. Wiood: Slaughtering is men-
tioned in the regulations.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
the regulation, but not the one quoted by
Mr. Thomson-

And those portions of thme State comprised
within the circumiference of a circle having a
radius of 215 miles, writh the G.P.O., Perth, as
.a centre.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: What has to be done
within that -area?

The HONORARY -MINISTER: I have
not the information here. 'Mr. Wood quoted
the observation of the Chief Secretary when
he referred to the effect of the proclamation
extending thme ahattoirs area. as though it
were under the Health Act. The hon. memn-
ber said-

--\fst of thme remarks of the Chief Secretary
related to the questions of health and in-
spet-tion.

It would be p~ertiinent to ask Mr. Wood to
what he considers the regulations do relate.
The hon. member added-

There are many things behind these regula-
tions other than thme question of public health,
and I propose to prove that contention.

The whole of the hon. member's subsequen't
coznplnaints may be sui nied uip in one sen-
tence. ',The people concerned want the rigtt
to kill animals in their own districts, on the
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ground that extra exlpense will have to be
incurred in sending the animals to Midland
Junction and having them taken back to the
districts where the meat will be consumed."
I have shown that that has nothing
to do with the regulation before the House.
How does the lion. member connect Ihis
statement with thle regulations, which make
110 reference to the place where stock shall
be slaughtered? I canl quite understand the
hell. member's having been misled by the
letters so freely circulated by local authori-
ties, including road board secretaries, who
have misread the regulations. M1r. Wood's
whole case has been built up on a false
foundation, namielyv, that the regulation says
that slaughtering is prohibited except within
a certain area. One of two things is obvi-
ens; either the half. member is trying to mis9-
lead the House-I do not believe he1 would
do that-or he has noat read thle regulations.
Mr. Wood has no excuse for any misappre-
hension that lie might previonusly have en-
tertained. The motion for the disallowance
was moved onl the 17th August and fur-ther
debated onl the following Wednesdaiy. ThQ
lion. member has therefore had ample time
in wvhich to acquaint himself wvith the pur-
port of the regulations and to ascertain to
what extent his preconceived notions fitted
the facts. I suggest that Mr. Wood anti
Mr. Thomson have not studied the reg-ula-
tions, for otherwise they' would surely not
have made such inaccurate and misleading
statements. I ask members who desire
further information onl the subject to ob-
tain it from the department in order that
they may no longer labour under a misap-
prehension. Inl conclusion I would add that
even if the regulations governing meat in-
spection and branding were rendered inop-
erative in the districts mientioned by -Mr.
Wood, producers there would still be sub-
ject to the Abattoirs Act. Theyv would still
have to send their stock to be slaughtered.

Hont. G. B. Wood: That was a "roughie"
to put over them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
the position; the abattoirs area has been ex-
tended 'by proclamation. Growers outside
the abattoirs area who are at present unable
to sell their meat within the 25-mile radius,
except at thre meat markets, would be free to
dispose of their meat in the very districts
where local producers come under the pro-
clamation extending the abattoirs area.

Theyv would be able to sell meat that had
not been inspected and thus endanger the
health of the public.

Hon. G. B. Wood: We do not ask that
aily meat should be sold without first being
inspected. We have never advocated that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Then the
lion. member should withdraw his support
of tile motion.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But where would the
inspection take place?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Wherever
the meat was killed.

Hon. C- F. Baxter: At a certified slaughter
yard.

Thle HONORARY -MINISTER: As the
Chief Secretary pointed out, we would have
the strange spectacle of the public in thle
abattoirs area purchasing and eating meat
which had not been inspected and would
probably he diseased, while at thle same time
local growers would be without any kind of
protection from competition of this type. I
hope menmbers will seriously reconsider their
attitude. If my explanation has not re-as-
sured them, I ask them to visit the depart-
mient and make irrquiies for themselves.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Are not producers
outside the 25-mile limit in that position?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. Pro-
ducers outside the 25-mile abattoirs area
must, under the regulation, have their meat
inspected if it is sold inside the area. I ask
the House not to accept the motion.

EON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [4.58]:
Having listened to the speech of Mr. Baxter
and the explanation of the Chief Secretary,
I find a wide divergence of opinion between
the Chief Secretary's interpretation of the
regulation and the interpretation of the
former Chief Secretary, and the resultant
confusion has been further confounded by
other speakers who do not seem to have
g'rasped what was meant. As I am desirous
of doing the right thing and of casting an
intelligent vote on the motion, I suggest that
the debate be adjourned and that the Chief
Secretary and Mr. Baxter confer with the
officer who framed the regulation to ascer-
tain exactlyv what is meant.

The Chief Secretary: That is very nice!
Holf. E. H. ANGELO: Theft whose

opinion are we to accept, that of the Chief
Secretary, or that of the mover of the mo-
tion? The two are diametrically opposite.
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How can we, as floor members of the House,
know what is right when the two big guns
of the Council cannot agree on the interpre-
tation 9

The Chief Secretary: The trouble is that
I gave you too much information.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I do not say that
the Chief Secretary is wrong.

Hon. A. Thomson: And you do not say
he is Tight.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I have heard so
many members speak in support of the dis-
allowance of the regu lation that I wonder
whether my vote should not be cast where
the largest number of guns is firing. Before
casting my vote I want to know more about
this matter. Why not allow the mover of
the motion to get an interpretation of the
regulation from the officer wvho drafted it!
We might then secure another opinion more
convincing than those we have had.

On motion by Honi. V. Hainersicy, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT.

To Disallow By-lawrs.

Debate resumed from the previous (lay on
the following motion by Hon. H. S. W.
Parker (M %etropolitan-Subiurban):

That the by-laws ('Nos. I to 7 inclusive)
miade under the Town Planning and Develop-
mnt Act, 1923, as published in the ''Govern-
ment Gazette'' of the 8th April, 3938, and laid
on the Table of the House on the 10th August,
1938, be and are hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson-West) [5.2]: I hope I shall make
myself clear on this question, which deals
with a subject entirely different from the
one we have just been discussing. 'Mr.
Park-er, who has moved for the disallowance
of these by-laws, did so from what I may
describe as the purely legal point of viw.
He suggested that the by-laws were ultra
vires, etc., and that he was not at all com-
menting upon them as by-laws. Naturally,
I have gone to the trouble of getting a legal
interpretation frsom the Crown Law auithori-
ties end, in order that I may not he mis-
understood, I propose to read the informa-
tion supplied to me. These by-laws were
drafted a few months ago by the then Crown
Solicitor (now Mr. Justice Wolff). They

were not drafted by the Town Planning
Commissioner, as I think Mr. Parker su-
gested.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I did not suggest
who drafted them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He did sug-
gest that whoever drafted them could hardly
have been the right authority; otherwise
they would not have been drafted in that
form.

Hon. IV. J. Mann: Were they placed be-
fore the Crown Law Department before
they were gazetted 9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Naturally.
Hon. W. J. Mann: Is the Crown Law De-

partment now offering another opinion as to
their legality?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This opinion
is in reply' to the leg-al points raised by Mr.
Parker.

Hon. AV. J. Mann: Had the Crowvn Law
Department pr-eviouisly assented to their
leality?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Cer-tainly.
The opinion I have is from the present
Crown Solicitor, and not from the officer
who drew up the by-laws.

Hon. Hf. S. W. Parker: Do you say they
were drawn by the Crown Solicitor, or
peCrused by him after they were drafted?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They wvere
drawn by him. The Crown Solicitor ha-
given the following ruling to the Town
Planning Commissioner under to-day's date,
and after having read what Mr. Parker said
when moving for the disallowance of the hy-
laws:

.Mr. Parker is wrong on his first point. His
submission is that yout have followvcd the pro-
visions of Subsection 4 of Section 36 of the
Interpretation Act, whereas you have followed
the provisions of Subsection 1 of 'Section 36.
Subse-tion 4 provides the machbinery for mak-
ing regulations by some authority other than
the Governor, and Subsection 1 deals with the
machinery for making regulations when an Act
specifically Provides that they shall be made by
the Governor. 11r. Parker's contention is that
.you have acted under Subsection 4, because the
Governor has not personally mnade the by-lawvs,
but has simply confirmed by-laws made by
someone else. First of all it appears to rue
Ohnt Mr. Par-ker is not aw-are of the provisions
of Section 23 of the Interpretation Act, which
states that when in any Act the Governor is
authorised or required to do any act, it shall
be taken to mean tint such act sh~all be done
by the Governor with the advice and consent
of the Exceutive Council. In other words, the
use of the word "Gvrnr in any Act means
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''Govcrnor-in-Council''1 It cannot be suggested
that the Executive Council or the Governor
should personally prepare regulations. Sub-
section 1 deals with regulations which may be
made by any department of the Government,
whereas Subsection 4 deals with regulations to
be made by some outside and independent autho-
rity like a road board or a municipality. In
the first case the Minister or his departmental
offcers prepare the ground work of the regu-
lotions which may be approved, altered or re-
jected by the Governor-in-Council, whereas in
the second ease the Governor simply confirms or
rejects regulations but does not in any sense
make them. The fact that the gazettel of these
regulations states that the Lient.-Governor-in-
Executive-Council has been pleased to approve
of by-laws and the word ''make'' has not been
used, does not alter the fact that the by-laws
have been madec by the Government.

The second point that under Section 30 by-
lawvs may be made by the Governor and at a
later date prescribed for districts is not borne
out by the reading of the Act. The Act says
that the Governor kn make and publish by-
la ws auit does not insist that they- should be
proclaimed at a later dlate. The wording of the
Act means that the making and publication
may be simultaneous with respect to a parti-
cular district, and] it could not possibly be in-
ferred that the Governor must make by-laws
for Ane particular district aow anid later
gazette themn for some other particular district.
He must in his by-lan-s prescribe the district
to ,vlil, the '- arc applicable. Of course hie
may make general by-laws applicable to all
districts and hie A'nv make separate by-lairs
for special Areas, hut in either case hoe must
specify fin his regulations to which Area or dis-
trict they apply.

The third objection is that the provisions of
Clause S in the schedule specify ''houses on
Apposite sides of the street"' whereas the by-
lawrs mean houses on the one side. H-owvever,
the provisions of Clause 8 in the schedule are
intended to secure unitoirnity in the alignment
of houses so that the distance between build-
ings on each side of the street shall be uniform.
How this object can be Attained without pro-
visions similar to those in the by-law uinder dis-
cussion is not very obvious. Unless a uniform
distance is prescribed on each side of the street
you are not going to have a line at all, but will
havec a zig-zag of house frontages on each aide
of the street. The zigzag system is time one at
present in operation and the by-law- is designed
to cure that trouble.

If Clause 8 in the Second Schedule meant
that, as long as the same distance was pre-
served between houses opposite each other in
a street without uniformity of line on each
side of the street, you would still have the
trouble which the by-laws now prevent.

There can be no objection to By-lair I be-
cause it simply preserves rested and accrued
rights, and if this by-law is not allowed to
remain the provisions of Section 30 of the
Town Planning Act would make the present
by-laws override existing by-laws.

As far as the fourth point, that there is
nothing in the schedule to permit a penalty,
is concerned, I think reference to Clause 11
in the schedule is a sufficient answer to that
argument. Under Clause 11 you are entitled
to make a by-law to provide for the enforc-
ing of observance of by-laws, and bow you can
enforce by-la%,v- without fixing a penalty is not
quite clear.

That is the opinion of the Crown Solici-
tor as supplied to the Tow-n Planning Comn-
missioner and handed to inc just before the
House met this afternoon.

Hon. H1. S. W. Parker: Do not the by-
lawvs provide for a zig-zag?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The by-laws
are designed to overcome the difficulty of the
zig-zag.

Hon. 11. S. W. Parker: According to the
way I i-cad them, they make the zig-zag.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: According
to the Crown 'jaw authorities, the hon,.
macmber is not reading them correctly-

Hon. H- S. WV. Parker: Ev-idently-
The CHIEF SECRETARY: As is the

case wvith other legal gentlemen, I supp~ose
the hon. gentleman is allowed to differ.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: took at the plan.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not pose

as an authority on matters of this kind. The
Town Planning Commissioner has also sub-
initted for my information a number of
photographs, which he contends illustrate
very clearly the points with which these par-
ticular by' -laws are designed to deal. The
photographs are particularly clear, and give

avery good indication of the necessity for
the by-laws. T propose to lay them on the
Tahle of the House for the benefit of meni-
hers. I wvould be very much obliged, in view
of the importance of the hy-laws, if when I
have finished my remarks, the debate could
be adjourned so that members may have the
information that has been given to mre,
namely, the photogr-aphs, because I cannot
convey1 it by word of mnouth. They will give
members an appropriate idea of the neces-
sity for the by-lawvs that Mr. Parker seeks toi
have disallowed. The Town Planning Comt-
mnissioner states that he has forwarded the
photographs in duplicate, with their cap-
tions, to show the conditions that necessi-
tated the promulgation of the by-laws. Mr.
Davidson says:-

Mr. Parker did not question the necessity or
the reasonableness of the by-laws, and admit-
ted that he could not understand the straight-
forward plan, whicb is a copy of the survey
of actual conditions in 'Mount Lawley.



488 (COUNXCIL.]

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: With 1n0 measure- mnissioner may usurp the authority of the
meats on it, and a cross-street which does not
cross a street?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Town
Planning Comnnissioner- says-

If the by-laws are disallowed it will tueon
that any person breaking the law of a local
authority, with or without the consent or
knowledge of tire local authority, can unduly
penalise his neighbours and cause loss of value
by depriving him of amenity and convenience
which have been created by the majority of
residents in a street. Furthermore, in the event
of a street requiring to be widened for traf-
fic the Government or the local authority niak-
ing resumphltioils in the future will have to pay
far heavier compensation than if the buildings
were set back a reasonable distance from the
street at the beginning of the development of
the street. The by-law is in the public in-
terests, and can inflict no hardship on anybody
who is not reluctant or unwilling to obey Par-
liament and the local authorities.

I understand there are numerous in-
stances in wvhich local authorities have
either agreed or tacitly agreed to er-
tain buildings being erected that are
in direct conflict with tlieir- by-laws.
Iii sonie of these instances the erection of
the buildings has resulted in substantial re-
ductions in the valutes of other buildings and
residences previously erected in the samie
street. Evidentl] ' unless there are by-laws
of this description, notwithstaiiding any-
thinri we as a Parliamnat may dto through
the Town Planning Act or 1;y nmeans of
regulations that have been operative for
years, or even throug-h lby-laws of local
authorities that have been in force for long
p~eriods, it is quite possible, and at times
quite easy, for p)eople to defy the local
authority or the properly- constituted author-
ity and to buoild prermss that have the effect
of reducing considerably, the valute of pire-
viously erected prem1ises.

Hon. A. Thomson: What t 'ype of pre-
mises would be erected that would have the
effect you suggest?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The two
particular types to which I refer are mnotor
garages arid blocks of flats. The photo-
grap)hs show clearly what the effect has been.
Information convoyed to me indicates that
these premises have been erected in contra-
vention of existing by-laws, arid, in the cir-
cumnstances, it seenis albsolutely essential that
the by-laws before us should certainly not
be disallowed.

Hion. H. S. AV. Parker: Does the Crown
Solicitor say that the Towvn Planning Comi-

local governing body? He seems to avoid
that point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know that it is a question of usurping
authority.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I raised that
point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If Mr.
Parker will wait a monmenit lie will realise
that somieone else has been usurp~ing the
authority of the local governing body and
lias erected premises that are totally -at vari-
ance with the by-lnaws of the local author-
ity. Wher-e that has happened, some other
authority should be able to step in: and
that other authority, I consider, should be
the Town Planning Comiissioner, who has
the advantage of the provisions of die Towvn
Planning Act. He should be able to inter-
vetie and say that such a propiosit ion should
not be allowed.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: That was what
I asked. Does the Crown Solicitor say
the Town Planning Comm issioner may do
trat under the Town Planninrg Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He has not
said so in as many wvords, but in v-iew of the
by-laws, I should say lie has implied that
the Comniissioner may do so.

Hon. A. Thomnson: So the Town Plan-
ning Commniisioner can override a local
authority?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, in such
matters as I have indicated where the local
authority has not taken the necessary nction.
The first instance to which I shall refer
relates to a new motor garage erected withiri
the last five weeks in contravention of a
by-law- of a local authorit 'y requiring that
such structures shall be set back to the line
of the houses. No building plans were sub-
iniitted for tine garage and the building wvas
not authoriseud by the local authority. No
action has been taken by that local author-
its- to enforce the provisions of its own Act,
its building by-laws or the builing line by-
laws. Two viewvs of the same garage are
included in the photographs, and the second
one indicates how the oc-cuparits of the house
next door are deprived of the view dowvn the
street by the structure that was illegally
erected. One can also note fronm the photo-
graph how another motor garage shiowvn on
the left of the picture is in line with the
houses. in that instance the owner was
compelled by the same local authority to
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observe the by-laws. So the photographs
show that one man was compelled to obey
the by-law' when he erected his garage on
the building line, whereas in the same street
another man erected his garage wvithout the
authority of the local governig body and
in defiance of the br-law.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: He was not l)er-
mnitted to do so; he committed a breach of
the by-law and action wvas not taken against
him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
Hon. A. Thomson: Has the local autho-

rity a by-lawv setting out where the garage
should be erected?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. A. Thomson: Then what has the

local authority done about it?
The CHIEF SECRETARY : Apparently

the local authorityr decided to take no action,
so the Town Planning Commissioner has
stepped in. I hope members will recognise
that this is a serious matter from the point
of view of the owners of property affected
by what has been done. For that reason, I
am anxious that befere a vetoc is taK0n on,
the motion, members shall have an oppor-
tunity to ascertain what has happened, so
that they may understand the position.

Hon. J. A. Dinixitt: 'Mny not the Town
Planning- Commissioner exercise the same
discriminatory power as the local authority
is now doinlg?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, pro-
vided these by-laws are agreed to.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: And this gives addi-
tional authority.

Hont. H. Tuekey: But hie has not the
power 11ow.

The CflIEF SECRETARY: These regu-
lations wvill not take any power front the
local authority.

IHon. J. A. Dimniitt: They will put the
Commisioner and the local authority onl an
equal footing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the by-
laws arc approved, they wvill give the Town
Planning Commissioner, who should have
the authority, the right to object where such
instances have occurred, or are likely to
occur. Another photogr~aph shows a second
garage in the same street as that to which I
referred previously. It is set back in line
with a building at the street corner, and
represents a reasonable application of the
local authority's by-law. In commenting on

this matter, thie Towns Plnning Comimis-
sioner says-

In this short street, which is only S3ft. wide,
it ill! be see,, that one person can ignore both
the building hy-laws and the by-laws fixing the
alignment of the building without action by
the local authority, and that one ratepayer ha"
been compelled to observe the by-law, whilst in
the third instanice a reasonable application of
the by-law lhas lbeen insisted onl by the local
authority.

Holl. A. Thomson : In effect, the Town
Planning Commissioner proposes to override
the local authority?

Hon. H. Seddon : He already has power
under the Town Planning Act to do0 so.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker; No.
lion. H. Seddon: Yes, he has.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Town

Plannirig Commissioner proposes to insist
that tile local authorities carry out their own
bv-laws. The Commissioner puts this ques-
tion

Why the invidious distinctions, and wvhy
should one mian be permitted to deprive otlher
ratepl;VrS of the view they have enjoyed by
the non-application. or condoned breaehipp. of
legislatlion by Parliament?

He n'ants it to be (distinctly unfderstood that
these are breachles of ani Act of Parliament
as wvell ats of the by-lawvs of a local authority.
I do not propose to speak at length regard-
ing the other instances; they certainly speak
for themselves. Thea next pho tograph
shows garages erected at the side -of semi-
detached cottages and almiost oil the street
line. which is contrary to the by-lawvs of the
local authority. Then there is a close-up
view, of one of these garages, and it is quite
eals 'y to see hlow the occupants of the house
onl the left of the garage aire deprived of a
normial view along the street by this illk-
gaily erected structure. Another photo-
gr-aph shows a garage that has been erected,
alpparently, within a foot or two of the foot-
path. There was amiple room for it to be
set back, but that was not done. The owner
of this garage was a member of the local
,authority! While lie is allowed, contrary to
the bv-lawv. to build this garage of brick-it
was not Constructed of wood so as to be cap-
able of bcinL, dismantled easily-other citi-
Zens are compelled to observe the law.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: It is a strange
breach of the local authority's own by-law.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but
wvhen it is someone else, lie is dealt wvith. The
next set of photographs deals with three
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garages erected in front of houses in an area
contrary to the by-laws of the local authority.
The garages have been constructed in three
styles and this quite spoils the whole section
for the owners of homes in the street. In
addition, they certainly seem to spoil the
appearances of the houses to anl extent that
would reduce their value considerably. The
effect of a block of fiats in a particular
street is clearly indicated in another photo-
graph, and here again the flats were erected
in contravention of the Act. The photograph
shows what is described as ''The White
House," which was built within 10 feet of
the street line at anl angle to the road. That
was contrary' to the Act, but was done wvith
the consent of the local authority. The next
phiqtog-raph shows another view of the street
and findicates ]how the White House projects
beyonid the line of the houses oil the near
sidie of it. The Town Planning Coimis-
tioner's comments onl this matter ar--

This White House, which is a group of flats,
was built after all the other houses had been
set back an average of more than 50 feet
either by the consent of the owners or in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the local
authorities, so that all home buildings might
enjoy extensive views. Why should one specu-
lator ignore the rights of other ratepayers and
ignore the legislation designed by Parliament
to protect the majority against a 'law-breaiking
mtinority?

Again, that photographL indicates clearly,
what the effect of this practice has been, andl
we desire to put a stop to it. The next,
photograph shows a garage at the right-hand
corner of the picture set back front ft
street and screened liy trees. In the middle
of the picture aiiother garage is seen
built right up to the street line, and
in that situation the structure spoils
the view of the residents onl both
sides of it. The by-laws of the local
authority and the provisions of the Act
tunder which the by-laws were framed re-
quire garages to be set back in line with the
houses. One canl easily see the adverse effect
caused by the erection of motor garages in
this street. The next photograph deals withs
a residence in a street that is 33 feet -wide.
The Town Planning Commissioner has asked
me to note the foundations of the garage,
which are marked "A," "B," and "c." Per-
mission to erect the garage was refused by
the building surveyor, as the proposal was
contrary to the by-laws, and the local autho-
rity upheld the action of its officer.
Councillors visited the site, and the decision

was reversed. After written complaints by
residents oppos0i te, the town plannsing by-
law was invoked, and the work stopped. The
next pliotographi gives a view of the side
of the house, showing aimple room for a
motor garage to be erected in accordance
wvith thle by-laws of the local authority. The
Towvn Planiing Commissioner asked why
one person should be encouraged to defy
the buildimn surveyor of the local authority
and cause it to attemipt to legalise a breach
of its own bY-laws in defiance of the coan-
plaint of other ratepayers. Canl a local
Suholdy allow any personl to (d0 wronig?

Shudany- councillor or group of council-
hors set themselves uip to commit or to con-
d6ne breachies of legiSlationL enacted by both
H-ouses of Parliament?

I desire to lay' the pbotographs, with the
commnits I have read, oil the Table of the
House, so tha t members "ma'- have as coan-
lplete a knowledge of the subject as I my-
self have. I do not propose to add tiny-
thing further, except to say that to Inc it
does not seem right that any person, or
group of lpersons, should be allowed deliber-
astely to conmnit b)reaches of building by-
laws and, by so doing, reduce the wvorth of
other valuable properties erected previousl y
in the area, particularly when the owners
of those properties have complied in every
respect with the by-laws. In some areas on
the outskirts of Perth there are very desir-
able locations for the erection of excellent
hlouses. If the breach of a by' -la%%v, whether
mlade by local authorities or under the
Town Planning Act, is permitted, it can
hut have a very damaging effect upon other
properties inii he same district. From re-
mnarks that I have heard outside the House,
I am of opinion that there is niuch truth
in what has been said about the actions of
various people having had a very adverse
effect upon the valuse of several fine homes.
The mlatter is one we should take note of;
we sh~ould not lightly disallow these regua-
tiolls.

Onl motion by Hon. J. Ml. Macfarlane, de-
bate adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan)
[5.35]: 1 desire, with previous speakers, to
congratulate the members who have again
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been returned to this House, and also to join
in the welcome to the two new members.
From their opening remrark'. I realise the
State will derive g-reat benefit from their
membership of this Chamber. I express, my
sincere reg-ret ait the passing of one of our
colleaguIes, the lae M1r. Elliott. In him the
State has lost a very capab!e legislator. We
-hall greatly miss his counsel, as he wa s
thoroughly acquainted with all matters re-
lating to the welfare of the mining, industry
Of thre State. I also regret the absence of
Mr. Clydesdale who wasi unfortunate enoughl
to lose his scat.

I suipport thle mnotion for thle adoption
of the A4ddressi-in-reply. I desire to
make a few remarks upon matters. that are
of interest to me and( probably to the people
of the State. We have had the uneinplor-
menit problem with us for ,onic considerable
time. The previous Governmen c-the
National Governmiet-anrd the iuesencu
Government have done excellent servic e in
coping with this problem. The numbers of
the unemployed have been substantiall re-
duced; but, unfortunately, we still have
some unemployment, which no doubt u-ill
continue for some time to come.

Is it not possible to educate our people
to a keener sense of their responsibility to
the State? 'We have Iprimary produicers
who are thoroug-hly anr fait with their indus-
tries, which are being satisfactorily' car-
ried ont by them iu all parts of the State,
but they cannot be expected to bear the
whole load onl their s:houjlders. We must
educate our people to the necessity for the
establishment of a greater number of second-
ary industries. When visiting, the Eastern
States a few wveeks a-go, I observed that the
secondary industries were in a thrriving~ con-
dition, due to the progress those States are
making ad to the patronage of the
smaller States, especially our own, I
understand ouir exports to the Eastern
States amount to a little over £1,000,000D,
but that our imports amount to about
£8S,000,000. Is that fair to our people? We
should insist upon their purchasing locally
manufactured goods. An idea senms to exis t
among our people, as it does amiong peopla!
in other places, that because an article is
,ianufactured locally- it is not as go]as a
similar article that is imported. That is a
false idea. Given the opportunity, we can
manufacture goods equal to any that can
be obtained from the other States.

Some scheme should be devised whereby
young people who are leaving school each
year and are being added to the ranks of the
unemployed should be given the opportunity
of learning a trade. That is their just due.
We have too many labourers in our midst;)
we need more tradesmen to take the place
of artisans wbo, onl account of old age, can
no longer carry on their trades. Apprentice-
ship should be provided for both males and
females. That would be a step in the right
direction. There is at present a scarcity of
artisans in this and the other States of Aus.
trails; yet youths are not being- trained to
fill the gap. A few years ago, when I was
aii employer, I took an interest in my work-
er's. There were not so many restrictions in
those days, so if a labourer expressed a de-
sire to learn a trade, I was only too glad to
give him an opportunity to learn one. He
could become a bricklayer, a carpenter or
other tradesman. That is the policy w2
.should adopt. We have proceeded on false
lines, and I sincerely hope that some scheme
will be evolved such as I have suggested. 1'
dio not know how it can be done; it is a mat.-
ter of money and , of course, we must
realise that there is always a scarcity
of money. Perhaps some feasible means
can be discovered to inaugurate such a
scheme as I have indicated. I contend it is
unfair that our youths cannot obtain em-
ployment in the State in which they and
their parents reside. Possibly they may have
to go to the other States to obtain a liveli-
hood and that would mean breaking up the
home.

Another matter that is causing concern to
our people is our hospitals. That concerti
is justified. I was Lord 'Mayor of the City
of Perth when the infections diseases bos-'
pital was mooted, but, unfortunately, 1
ceased to hold that office before the matter
was finally dlealt with. I am pleased that the'
Government has decided to erect an up-to-
date hospital in the city; but I -would like
the Government to take a further step and
a~ssumce control of all the public hospitals of
the State. I do not, of course, refer to pri-
vate hospitals to which people with means
can go for treatment. I shall be met with
the question, where is the money to conic
fromV But money is found for public works,
railways, steamers and other utilities, so the
Government shouild be able to find the money.
required to erect up-to-date hospitals not only'
in the metropolitan area-and T emphasise.
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this on account of our country members-
but also for hospitals in centres where they
would be most useful. It is hut right that
large country districts should have facilities
in the way of hospital accommodation such
as we in the city enjoy.

The Government has to pay a proportion
of the cost of the infectious diseases hospi-
tal, but who, in the end, pays the piper? The
people. Therefore, it is immaterial whether
the local authorities comnhine with the Gov-
ernment to carry out this necessary work,
or whether the Government carries it out
alone. The Government is in a better posi-
Eion to provide accommodation for unfor-
tunate people who require medical treat-
ment. I am speaking of those people who
cannot afford to enter private hospitals.
Those who can afford private treatment are
certainly well provided for, hut those who
cannot should also be afforded similar faci-
lities,

Another matter upon which I desire to
toueh is the way in which the Government
has faced the difficulties connected with the
sewerage system in various suburban areas.
1 have noticed fromn the reports that have
been published that this work is appr)oach-
iag completion, that is, the underground
portion of it. Unfortunately, however, the
Government is not doing what was done
previously, when the sewerage scheme w~as
commenced. At that time owners received
assistance from the Government to connect
up to the system. If the Government
ared to do that in every instance it would
be fair to everyone concerned. The Gov-
-ernment has sta ted that the sewerage work
will be completed in such and such a district,
and at a certain time, and the owners are
then requested to make the necessary connec--
tions. That is all right if they can afford
to do so, but there are many people who are
not so circumstanced. In the past it was
possible for thiose people to have the work
deferred for one, two or three years.

Hon. 0. Fraser: The Government is
doing now what you suggest.

Hon. J. T. FMANKLIN: Not iii cevcry
instance. I should like to see an arrang-e-
ment made whereby the owners would be
able to pay for the connections say, by
quarterly instalments, as they did when the
undertaking was first started.

Hon. G. Fraser: A million pounds wouild
be requnired to do what you suggest.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: The boti. mewi-
her does not realise that the installation at

each house costs tunder £100, and so it is not
such an expensive undertaking. Money
could he borrowed for the purpose.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Government is find-
ing £40,000 a year at. the present time for
those connections.

Hon. J. T, ]FRANKLIN: Why should the
Govertnment finance the connecting, up of
seone ho uses an d not o thers I Why not trea t
all alike! Again, the Government should in-
sist on local products being used; that is to
say, all enaielware required for the pans
and the pipes made of earthenware
should be locally produced, and a clause
should hie inserted in the contract to provide
that whatever was required for the sewerage
work should be of local manufacture if it
was obtainable.

I should like to refer to the North-
Western part of the State if I am not con-
sidered to he treslpassing in respect of a
Province that is worthily represented in this
IHouse by Messrs. Holmes, MXiles and Angelo.
The hearts of those three members are in
their work, but my- idea is that Ministers
s ,hould put their heads together to formulate
a schemec for the utilisatio n of the vast areas
in that lpart of the State. Perhaps someone
will ask the question that has often been
asked whene ver a proposal of this kind has
been made-where is the money coining
from? The Government is doing fairly well
in the way of assisting and developing the
LNorth. A steanier has been purchased at a
cost. I suppose, of nearly a quarter ot a
million pounds, and while on the subject of
the State, vessels I should like to add that in
mnv opinion the sale by private treatyv of the
"kangaroo" for £25,000 was a mistake.
Tenders should have been called from people
who were willing to purchase that ship; in
fact, the Government should not dispose of
anything that is the property of the people
without inviting public tenders. There
could then be no suggestion that anything
detrimental to the State had been dune.

Hon. G. Fraser: Even an old tramn ear?
Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Possibly the

Government p)ossesses an old train car that
could he presented to the hon. member and
hie could take it to the beach and live in it.
The North-West recently suffered a very
severe setback-I am alluding to the em-
bargo on the export of iron ore. That part
of the State has been unoccupied for years,
and jnst as we were about to start onl its
develop ment, an order was issued pro-
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hibiting the export of iron ore. The excuse
given is that there is not suflicient ore for
our own requirements. Even if that were
so, wvhy not extend the embargo to other
parts of Australia where the iron ore indus-
try has been in progress for a considerable
time' Why should we not be given a
chance to reap some benefit from the ex-
penditure that had been arranged in that
part of the State? I suppose, however, if I
went to the prime Minister with my protest
andl offered any suggestion, Iwould be
shown the door. Another matter in respect of
which Western Australia has not been fairly
treated by the Commonwealth also applies to
the North Of our State Where we have large
areas of tropical country just as Queensland
has. The Federal Government grants a
bolnus to the sugar industry of Queensland,
and if it is right for that to be done, whyv
should we not receive similar assistance so
that we too may develop our tropical areas?
Sugar cane could be grown and we
could further develop the banana and
pineapple industry and other tropical
fruits as well, and then supply the
markets of the Near East. If the Federal
Government were to (10 this, it would show
that it had a kindly feeling towards Western
Australia. But nothing of the sort has ever
been done.

The Minister for Agriculture has returned
from his business mission to the Near East.
That visit should be productive of consider-
able good to Western Australia, and our ex-
p)orts to the countries that are not so far
from our northern coast should increase.
We c-an supply those countries with wheat,
flour, potatoes and fruit and there should be
ready markets there for those products. The
Government should be complimented oii
having sent a responsible Minister on such a
trade mission.

I am pleased at the success of the installa-
tion of trolley buses along Stirling High-
way. I was always against the laying down
of the tram-line there and the Government
has always had a hard row to hoe in the
way of providing transport conveniences for
the people. Even when, trolley buses were
suggested there was considerable opposition.
Now we can see that a wvise policy was
adapted. Mr. Parker drew attention last
night to the fact that privately-owned buses
should be given an opportunity to
eater for the traffic when the Government
buses were overcrowded. But I consider

that a scheme should be dev ised whereby not
only Government buses, but the others, should
be given the right to carry the traffic along
that road. There were other subjects to
which I had intended referring, but I have
no doubt further opportunities will present
themselves and so I shall content myself by
supporting the motion.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West) [5.58) I should like to
pr-eface my remarks by referring to what
'vas said on the Bread Act by Mr. Parker
last nighLt The hon. member said that a
baker wvas not permitted to bake rolls be-
cause the Act said the dough had to be of
the weight of l11). 4oz. That was an extra-
ordinary statement for an hon. member to
make.

Hon. G. Fraser: He was not the only one
to make an extraordinary statement.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Section
4 of the Act provides that all dough in-
tended to be made into bread shall be
wveighed in q untities of not less than
2 lbs. 4 ozs. for a loaf to be known *as
'No. 2 loaf. Rolls are not referred to
at all in the Act, except in the inter-
])retation section where rolls are defined as
meaning any bread weighing less than 4 ozs.
Section 4 also sets out the way in which
dough shall be made into bread. As a lay-
man, I find it not an easy matter to criticise
a lawyer; if I did, I would not perhaps be
on safe ground. For the informnation of the
House I should add that the Bread Act was
a very difficult measure to frame because it
substituted what might be called revolution-
ary sections for those which were contained
in the previous Act. My opinion of the
Act passed last year is that it is a good
one. I have been in this House for 15 years
and I have nlever known an Act of Parlia-
ment that did not require amendment in
some shape or form and the Bread Act like
many others will need some attention. Mr.
Holmes was a very strong opponent of the
Bill; he made an attack upon the amended
Act the other day. This, I consider, is one
of the good measures that have been initiated
in this Chamber, and it was carried by a
vote that accounted for 26 members, in addi-
tion to the President. With the exception
of three members, two of whom were sick,
and one of whom was called away on urgent
business, all the members of the Council
were accounted for. The voting, including
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pairs, was 10 votes to seven-a. substantial legislation? Did not Australia pioneer the
majority.

Honl. G. B. Wood: Tflit was due to your
persuasive powers.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Bill
was introduced late iii the session for reasons
that I exp lamned at the tim'te. Mr. Holmes
overstated his objections. The Bill was not
one the substance of which was unknown to
members. Onl the contrary, it had been be-
fore the public and Parliament on se~veral
occasions spread over many years.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why apologise for sonmc-
thing worth while?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
apologising; I am making ont a case for the
snccessful administration of the measure.

Honl. H. Tuckey: There is no other piace
where a similar measure operates.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
coming to that. This Bill was really a com-
promise. From it were excluded many de-
batable provisions of previous Bread Bills
that had been defeated in the House. Mr.
Holmes classed the Act as "all abominable
lpiece of legislation"-quite a wrong remark
to make-but the hll. member utterly failed
to make oat a reasonable case to support his
rash and ill-considered statement.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is nothingr unusual.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.

Holmes said that Western Australia was the
only place in the world in which a baker
was not responsible for the weight of the
loaf he delivered. This is a clumsily dis-
torted account of the actual position. That
this State, as far as we know, is the only
place in the world where dough weights have
superseded the ol(d unsatisfactory method
of bread weight inspection is true. But is
there any reason wvhy we should not pioneer
social legislation in the interests of the
people? The considered opinion of im-
partial and sound authorities is that the
new method is of definite advantage to the
consuming public.

The fact that Australia is seriously slip-
ping- from its once proud position as a
pioneer in the legislative Progress and
economic imp~rov-ement of the People is a
matter for concern. Did not Australia
pioneer the eight-hour movement, shops and
factories legislation for the priotectionl of
young people and women, and the granting
of old age and invalid pensions, and was
not Australia first in the field in giving
assistance to motherhood by the baby bonus

stump jump p)lough and the combined har-
vester, creating by those twvo innovations, a
veritable revolution in agricultural develop-
muent? Is there, then, any reason for dis-
may that we are first in the field with this
important development in the bread in-
dustry, establishing as a basis of inspection
dough wveight in lieu of bread weight?

The efficiency of the new method has been
challenged by Mr. Holmes, who says the
trade contends that competent inspection
cannot be carried out. That is absolutely
unuea. The trade has clamoured for many
years for this method of inspeetion. Mr.
Holmes advocates the old Act under which
a customer ccald demand to have the bread
weighed upon scales that the baker wvas corn-
pelled to carrv with him. As a matter of
fact, the provi sion of compulsory scales has
not been enforced for over 20 years. It was
inoperative and was therefore discarded.
Before the introduction of this legislation,
the sup~ply of short-weight bread was ram-
pant; it wvas distributed by unscrupulous
bakers in the early hours of the morning.
Thousands of loaves were sold that were one
to four ounces under weight. They were
delivered iii obsolete and disreputable motor
cars and other vehicles by unscrupulous
bakers, who were endeavouring to undercut
and ruthlessly destroy the trade of legiti-
mate bakers. As a result of the new method
of inispection, on a conservative estimate,
b)read of an additional 235,830 lbs. w"eight
has been delivered to customers in the mietro-
politan area alone.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: How do you
arrive at those figures?

The HONORARY MINIST-ER: They are
based onl thle estimate that an additional
one-seventh of an ounce per loaf has been
delivered to customers. That is a conserva-
tive estimate and leaves out of considera-
tion the formier rampant undercutting by
certain bakers. It is based on the admitted
practice of the average baker, who wveighed
his bread at under 2 lbs. 3V- ozs. Many
weighed at 2 lbs. 3 ozs., and those that sold
at 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning were
known to weigh their bread in the oven at
2 lbs.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Why did you
force them to give thle extra weighlt?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Because
that wsas considered by all competent author-
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ities to be a sufficient margin of protection
for the public.

H~on. H. S. WV. Parker: Yon mean 2 lb-t
8 ons.?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, 2 lbs.
4 ozs. When~ Sir Herbert Gepp investigated
the mnatter in the Eastern States, he found
that in the majority of cases-Tasmannia was
excepted-bread was weighed in the oven at
2 lbs, 4 ozs.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Has there been
an y test of thle weight of the bread now de-
livered?

The HONORARY MINISTER: XY.es, ex-
pert attention is being 1)ail to the mnatter
every day.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: The bread is
weighed?

The HOINORARY MILNISTER: Yes.
Hon. If. S. W. Parker: By what autho-

rity?
The HONORARY -MINISTER1: Byv fac-

tories and shops) inspeetors,
Hon. H. S. 'W. Parker: They have beent

weighing thle loaf?
The HONORARY MINISTER: They

have been all over the plac~e weighing thPE
bread. As a result of their activities, the
inspectors under Mr. Bradshaw have dis-
covered only one serious instance of a mis-
take in thle weight of thle dough, and that
occurred in a big bakery in consequence of a
break-down of the dough divider or autoina-
tie weighing machine. In spite of the con-
tinuous insI)ction that has been conducted
since February last, no instance of short-
weight dough has been discovered in tine
metropolitan area.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I was speaking of
short-weightt bread.

Thle HONORARY MINISTER: One in-
stance wvas discovered in Kalgoorlie, and I
think the proprietor of the bakery was finled
£C2.5.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: I was speaking of
bread after it has been made.

The HO'NORARY 'MINISTER: I ant
speaking of dough, and bread.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: I want to know
whether any short-weight bread has been
sold.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thle in-
specter confines his attention to thle weight
,of the dough and] the weight of the bread
when baked. He carries on a continuous
system of insIpection o dlough and bread.
The aim of the Act is to provide for dougah-

weighit inspection, and bread-weighing is part
of the inspection under the Act.

Hon. H. S. W,. Parker: Has there been
any weig-hing of bread after it has been
cooked?

Tue HO'NORARY MINISTER: Yes, The
weight has been checked daily in shops and
bakeries.

Hon. H. S. IV. Parker: Has it been found
over-weighit or under-weight?

Tile HONORARY MINISTER: Generally
over-weight. In well-equipped bakeries cer-
tain classes of bread baked in anl ordinary
baking oven come out 1 ozs. over-weight
12 hours after baking. Other classes of
bread are slightly udrwiht eas

of-
Hon. H_ S. WV. Parker: The breaking of

the dough.
The HONORARY MINISTER: No, it is

because of the crusty nature of the bread.
WVise people eat crusty bread.

The estimated consumption of bread in
the metropolitan area fromt February to the
31st August is 7,549,500 loaves, based on a
popunlation of 215,700, with a daily consump-
tion of bread of 3.5,950 loaves, and allowing
1 and 1-7th loaves per day to every three
of tile population. Contrary to Mr. Holmes's
statement, every customer is now receiving
a guaranteed solid content loaf of bread
which , if baked to an average standard,
Will wxeigh 2 Ilbs. twelve hours after baking-.

1 do0 not say that the system is infallible.
The only infallible system would he to de-
clare a solid content for a loaf, but if that
were done it would be impossible efficiently to
inspect bread. If we passed an amending meca-
sure that there should be 1, lb. 6 / ozs. solid
nuatter i a loaf of bread, it would b~e impos-
sible properly to analyse that solid content,
The time taken would be too long and the
systemi could not be efficiently policed. No
law canl be devised that will totally prevent
roguer- or deception. However, a marked
improvement in the quality and quantity of
bread manufactured is evident, following
seven months' administration of the amended
Act. An improilnient has taken place in
the quantity, because there is more
wreight in the loaf; and in the quality' ,
because thle article is better baked.
The Bread Act is not perfect. Certain
amzendments are necessaryv. One is required1
to make clear that small shops may sell, dur-
ing prohibited hours, bread that has alrca*.N
been delivered.
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Both in the Press and in this House 'Mr.
Holmes claimed that no bread could be sold
after 7 p.m. My opinion to the contrary
was based on legal advice that the amend-
ment to the Shops and Factories Act over-
rode the Bread Act with regard to the hours
of selling bread. That amendment was
framed and passed in this House. However,
to make the point absolutely clear, I ami
recommending that the Bread Act he
amended to exempt certain shops from the
prohibited hours of selling. The other
amendments will1 still further protect the
public from short weight bread.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pi.

The HONORARY TMUNiSTER: I would
like to refer briefly to the demonstration of
dough weight inspection that took place at
the Enterprise Bakery on Friday night last.
There was a representative body of men
present, including health inspectors of the
various local authorities in the metropolitan
district. The demonstration itself was a
great success, inasmuch as it gave both sup-
porters and opponents of the new method an
opportunity for fall and frank discussion,
Subsequent events and controversy have
proved to inc that it would have been advis-
able to consult the local authorities when the
Bill was drafted. This course wonld have
eliminated at least no per enit, of the
opposition. I did not allow for the dlifficultr'
health inspectors would have in getting a
grip of the methods of bread manufactur in
the hakehoose. From this arose a great deal
of the hostility among health inspectors,
whom .1 hope shortly to see converted, all of
them, to the new method. During the dis-
cussion at the demonstration, the Lender of
the Opposition made a most valuable sug-
gestion for the further protection of the
public, It was to register all mnanufactu~rers
of bread and to provide, for short weight, a
further penalty clause deregistering any
baker convicted of a flagrant breach of the
relevant section of the Act. That view has
been sulpported hy large sections of opera-
tive bakers and bread manufacturers. The
proposal will be carefully considered by the
Government.

To the restriction of hours in the new Act
there has been no pronounced opposition.
Naturally, the ever-present strugg-le between
operatives and employers has taken place-
the employers advocating an earlier start in
the morning and the operatives claiming a
later starting hour.

From all source there is indisputable cvi-
denee of a great improvement in the bread,
brought about by the amnendinge Act. This
is very sa tisfactory, aind represents all un-
assailable fact. We have reached this posi-
tion with regard to the dough weight
controversy. The new method is supported
by the following pecrsons andl organisa-
tions:

Operative Bakers' Uinion.
Bread Manufacturers' Association of "Wes-

tern Australia.
Sir Herbert Gcpp and the Commncwealth

Royal Comumission.
Dr. Sutton, an emnent andI independent

authority.
Dr. Samnuels, of the Agricultural Depart-

inmt of this State, who has given care-
fufl stludy to tile question and whose ex-
pert oinion cannot be lightly dlisre-
garded.

Htealthi inspectors of the three largest civic
zauthori ties in the State, and of a an-
ber of othier health authorities.

The Chief Inspector of Factories, Mv,
Brnadshaw, has taken a very keen interest ill
the j esv legislationt and has had under his
direction a very complete, painstaking,
efficient and continuous inspection by an ex-
pert officer. He also supports th new
method of inspection, aind reports from his
departnlent are highly satisfactory. The
new legislation has created very great inter-
est in the Eastern States and overseas, and
favourable comments on it have appeared in
trade journals of several countries. Its suc-
cessful inauguration marks the commence-
mient of a definite camnpaign for improving
the quality of bread which, I think, will
eventually result in manufacturing this basic
food so that it will contain the necessary
vitamin content now lost in the mlodern pr'o-
cess of flour mnilling-. Thus we shall have an
appetising and health promoting- product,
which will safeguard the health of the
people, assist the dairying industry, and con-
found the many cranks who have for
years been a source of worry to the indimetry-
I support the motion.

THE CHIEIF SECRETARY (Hon. WV.
H. Kitson-West) [7.36]: I have already
extended to -you, Mr. President, my con-
gratulations on your election to the offie of
President for another term. I should like-
to add a faw words of congratulation to
other hon. members who have been returned
for a further period of six years, and to
make special reference to the new members,
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both of whomi have spoken on the Address-
in-reply arid both of whom, it is fair to say,
will add int~rest to discussions on matters
of importance to this House and to the
State. In replyiiig to the observations of
hon. members in the course of the debate,
I propose to follow the usual procedure,
and to reply only to the more important mat-
ters which have been raised. 'Many thing-s
referred to by various members are nto douht
worthy of consideration, lbut I shall deal only
with the nmatters I have indicated-the chief
reason being- that if I did otherwise it would
mean my sp)eaking at extraordinary length,
which I do not think would be justified at
the present juncture. On the other hand, if
any hon. member feels that he has raised a
question worthy of consideration to which
I have not referred, or if he has asked for
information which I have not supplied, I
shall be only too pleased to give him what-
ever satisfaction I can outside my remarks
in this Chamber.

Various members, and in particular Mr.
Nicholson, have deprecated the Government's
achievement in a ttai niar virtualI financial
equilibrium during the past year. 31r.
Nicholson said-

Surely in ordinary circunmstanees, if this had
affected a private concern more care would
have been exercised with expenditure titan had
previously been shown, when there was such
increased revenue for one year. If the Govern-
ment had exercised the care that is so essen-
tial in the mianagement of its affairs, then,
instead of a deficit, we would have experienced
a surplus of a substantial sum.

It is rather significant that the hon. menm-
her did not point to one item. that he eoni-
.sidered extravagant. Instead, like other
members who have been somewhat critical
of the Government's financial policy, he took
refuge in generalities. As I have mentioned
on previous occasions, I sometimes wonder
whether these mnembers realise how very
small is the proportion of Government ex-
penditure that actually affords the Trea-
surer opportunities for the effecting of eco-
nomies. I feel that to repeat some remarks
I made last year in this connection is not
inadvisable.

Last year expenditure amiounted to
£C10,829,735. Of this amount, almost 75 per
cent was devoted to the servicing of the
public debt and to expenditure on public
-utilities for the purpose of earning the
revenue for which the Treasurer had
budgeted. That is a highly important point,

arid one which should be borne in mind whet
considering this Government's expendituri
during- the depression. The payment of in
terest, sinking fund, and exchange on thi
p)ublic debt absorbed a sum of £4,226,550
while expenditure on public utilities ac
counted for £3,624,657. Actually, therefore
the limits of the field Wherein the Govern
meat can effect economies are represented b3
a figure of something under £C3,000,000. So
when we speak of the revenue of the Stat
being something over £10,000,000 and sal
that it should be possible to effect economies
we must recognise the fact I have just men
tioned-that something less than £3,00,001
is available to the Government for expendi
ture that can be in any way reduced tc
effect economies. But even of this sum pay
mnits totalling £392,512 wvere made last yea
under special Acts, which a])propriated re
venue for such purposes as pensions, retir
ing allowances, the 'University of Westeri
An.#itralia, Parliamentary allowances, and s,
on. Honourable mnembers will realise nlsi
that a proportion of the balance comprise
payamcnts of salaries and wages of officer.
whose remuneration is fixed by agreement
and awards.

There is, therefore, little scope for effect
in- any considerable economies in the re
ins inder of the field of expenditure. May
also point out that while hon. members hayo
sug-gested that the State should eceonomise
not one member advanced anything of a eon-
crete nature of which, I could take notice
Almost every member who has spoken ha.,
referred to the need for the Government tc
do this, that, or the other thing, the total 01
such items involving additional expenditun
runinig to millions of pounds, I suppose. Il
seems to me, therefore, rather futile to eni
ticise the Government for not making eeo.
nornies as suggested while advocating thai
the Government should spend considerabli
sums of money on works.

Hion. J, Nicholson: Unless there iso
standing committee on public works to deal
wvith those matters.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is a cques.
tion of first things first. The main objeci
of the present Government has been to pro.
vide emlployment, and I claim it has beer
highly successful in that direction. Wit]
that aspect I shall deal later.

H-on. A. Thomson: Do not you thinko
public works committee would be advan-
tageous!
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The CHIEF SEC]
proved so elsewhere.
little scope for effeetii
economies in the rcmai
expenditure. This will
comparison is made I
during 1937-38 and
Expenditure grouped u
have suggested, was as

Servicing of Public.
Debt

Special Acts N.E.I.
Public Utilities -
Other Expenditure

The respective mne

FIETABY: It has the increase in the interest rates oii migra-
There is, therefore, tion loans. -Sinking fundi contributions Ad-
ig any considerable vanued bxy £38 ,066, and the balance was ilk
uder of the field of respect of Austraiain interest payments on
be apparent when a an increased] debt. Under Special Acts
etween expenditure iseithe increase here was chiefl'y clue to
he preceding year. heavier transfers from revenue to the fund.
ader the heaidings I provided under Section 41 of the Forests
follows:- Act, 1918. The increase recorded by Public

1930-37. 19,37-88. Utilities wa-s not significant. Those are
E 4 itemis of which members should have a know-

4,0,0,55 4226550 ledge, because theY afford a good indication.
3705,705 1,2,510 that the Government has exercised the

I.62.a5550 .11624,65 7 utmost economy.
2,503,784 -2,586,016

£E10,56638 £M,829,735

reases were:-
£

Servicing of Public Debt - 1765,045~
Special Acts N.E.. . . 13,7 V3
Public Utilities . .. .- 1,107
Other Expenditure . -- 82,23-2

Total E. . . 273,097

Thus the main increases in expenditure arose
in fields outside the control of the Treasurer.
Turning to "Other Expenditure," I find that
the niain increases occurred tinder the fol-
lowing headings-

Treasurer (exclusive of public debt service
charges), £35,147. Here the advance was due
mainly to increases in resp-ect of taxation re-
funds (;E15,869), and grant to Hospital Fund
(£E12,946).

Crown Law £10,409, covering an additional
expenditure for the Legislative Council elec-
tions (£4,209) and salary increases bronght
about by the rise in the basic wage.

Chief Secretary P.13,075, comprising basic
w a increases, Natives (£5,194), aind 'Mental
Hospitals (£4,735).

Agriculture £17,755, rcpr~senting mnainly in-
creased expenditure on locust destruction
(£17,318).

Education £21,040, covering Sal]Ary inlcre-
ments and additional staff.

Obviously, therefore, it is quite wrong to
suggest that the Government has not exer-
cised the strictest control over expenditure.
There are many things that I would have
liked to get done, but increased expenditure
would have been entailed, and the money
was not available.

As I have pointed out the main increase
in expenditure was in respect of the servic-
ing of the public debt. Of the total increase
of £C176,045, interest payments overseas ac-
counted for £29,744, largely as a result of

Turning 110w to revenue, I should like to
refer to Mr. Dimtnitt's strictures. on the Goy-
erment's financial achievements. It ma;- be
recalledi that the lion, mnember said-

I recognise tha someo Governments arc as-
Sisr-d by al set Of fortuitous C1Ircumstan Ices, and
thiis Govermi -it has enjoyed better economic
conditionLs daring the past three years than in
former yecars. This has resulted in the coi-
lection of £-4,372,476 in land, income, aaul
emuergency taxation against a total of f£1,1610,159
in the three years previous to the Labour Goy-
ermenit taking over the Treasury beniches. In
other words, this Government has benefited
from these three sources alone to the extenlt
of snore thanl Z3000,000 . . . thle State has
virtually regained financial equilibriumn. But
it has done that on an added laonic of £3,000,-
000. whichl does not suggest any very marked
mopruveineiit.

Criticism of this type is not infrequently
levelled at the Government. The argument
is advanced that, with increased revenue anld
a financial emergency tax that yields over
£1,000,000, the Goverrnment should have
done more to extend social services and pro-
v-ide work. I think most members will agree
that conditions to-day are not comparahie
with those of former years. Nekay all the
increased revenue yieldd from taxation over
the last few years has been absorbed in niak-
ing payments froms revenue that wee prli-
viously met from loan. If Mr. Dimmitt is
fair, he must agree that the amiounts of loan
money available to the Government during
the last fewl years have been coniderably less
than the sums raised in previous years. Let
use recall that the first two reports of the
Conmmonwealth Grants Commission con-
d.1umcd at length the financial methods
a 'aopted by Western Australia, more par-
ticularly the practice whereby loan money;;
were taken into revenue. As 'Mr. ljimmitt is
a man of considerable business experience, I
am sure he will agree that the practice for-
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nierir in vogue was entirely wrong, and that
the present Government has d]one the right
thing, in introducing sounder methods. Tak-
ing- a ease in point, I mention the crediting
to revenue of interest oInc by the Agricultural
Batik in excess of the amount actually col-
lected front settlers. That was the practice
for many veers. As the trust fund froin
Which the mlonleys were taken contained not
only payments of interest but also repay-
mlents. of capital, the Bank was often left
with insufficient funds to make further ad-
-alices. Money for (his purpose had to he

obtained from the Joan funds, and the net
result was that loan funds were transferred
to revenue, Members had condemned that
practice year in and year out, but we have
broken away from it.

I aml in a position to give sonic intere-tin g
figures. revealing the effect of this alteration
onl thle finances of the State. Since the
amendment of the A--vicultural Bank Act,
the Treasurer has received onlyv the actuat
amnount of interest collected frlom settlers,
and now has to make good the deficiency from
revenue. Then there are other items of expen-
diture hitherto charged to loan or trust ac-
count-, that are now being charged to r-evenue.
Anl example is furnished by the agricultural
laud puichase debentures. The original
scheme contemlplated under the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Art was that receipts from
settlers should be placed in a trust fund
where they would be available to meet thle
costs involIved in surveys, etc., and the in-
terest onl and repayment of the debentures
issued for the purchase of thle land. Previous
floveinments, however, took substantial pr
lions of the paymients hr settlers into rev-
enue', in the hope that money would lie avail-
able front some other source to meevt thle
debentures when they fell due. As members
aire aware, nmnny of those debentures are
now falling due, and the Government
has to charge to revenue each year a sub-
stanitial sum for the purpose of building up
a fund to redeem the debentures onl maturity.
The House should know that had the Go-
eriiient followed the former irregular
methods of budgeting, the Treasurer would
hare been enabled to announce handsome
surpluses over the last few years. For ex-
ample. the deficit of £371,000 incurred in
1.036-37 would have been converted into a
surplus of £434,000. In other words, during
that year, it cost the Government somle
£805,000 to place the revenue finance onl a

sound basis. Those are figures of which I
desire mnembers to take particular notice.
Certainly, such figures would have conveyed
mn entirely wrong impression of the financial
position. Under the present mnethod, how-
ever, we do present to Parliament a state-
nent of the position that is as accurate as it

possibly can lbe.
Pending the finalisation of certain figures,

I can give the House only a tentative esti-
mate of the corresponding figures for 1937-
38. From the available inform-ation the
total would apparently be £754,000. This
difference is nmade up as follows:-

£
Agricultural Bank and Soldiers'

Settilments . . .. 400,000
Group Settlement . . .. 270,000
Agricultural Land Purchase .. 30,000
Trading Concerns .. . .. 20,000
Cartago of Ore .. . .. 16,000
Carr1-ago of 'ileut . .- .. 9,000

Total .. E 754,000

1 hope country mtembers will appreciate that
practically the whole of the amount, with
the execeptiolln of£20,000, has reference to
the country. That amount had to be found
out of revenue this year to finance the items
eiinmerated. Had the Government, there-
fore, continued to adopt the methods in
vogue when it took over the Treasury
benches, a surplus of almost £750,000 could
have been shown. for last year, instead of a
deficit of £10,693. Thus, although the total
collection of land, income and financial
emergency taixation has been £:3,000,000)
greater during the last threPe years than in
the three years pirev ions to the present Gov-
ernmnent's admninistration, most of the in-
crease haqs been absorbed in properly allocat-
itug expenditure against revenue, instead of
ag0ainst loan. When members criticise the
Government's financial adnministration, those
facts should be borne in mind. Fairness de-
mands that the Government be given credit
for having altered the method that was in
voc-ue for so mnany years, and at the same
time reached a stage where the Budget was
almost balanced.

Some concern was expressed by M-%r. Nichol-
son at the magnitude of the deficit for the
month of July-259,297. He Suggested that
the month's dieficit might be explained by
reason of certain items having been carried
over from one month to another, so that an
improved balance might be disclosed at the
end of the year. By way of interjection, I
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intimated at thle time that nothing of the
sort had happened in this instance, While
the hon. member was apparently willing to
accept mny statement, he nevertheless indi-
Cateui that anl explanation should be offered.
There is nothing unusual in the occurrence,
as revenue collections during July are always
well below the monthly average for the year.
Oin this occasion revenue at £,730,359 actually
registered an increase of £C31,744 onl the Cor.-
responding- figure for the last year. The
iprinicipal increases were as follows:-

I
Probate Duty . .. . . 3,819
Gold 'Mining Profits Tax . .12 , 5D
Commnonwealth .. .. .47,917

(Last year the monthly payments
in respect of the Disabilities Grant
WVere not rcceived until August.)

Railways -. .. . .11,299

(IncreasedK carriage of wheat.)

On the other hand, decreases were recorded
in respect of income tax and financial enier-
geney tax. Payments on a number of largo
assessments unuder these heads were not re-
ceived before the end of the mionth. Other
decreases were territorial £9,996 and depart-
mental £10,958.

The expenditure amounted to £E998,656. or
£72,800 more than during July of 1937.
The prncilpal increases were as follows:-
Interest and sinking fund, £12,951; exchange,
£21,005; railways, £48,183, and other ntili-
ties, £9,537.

Of the increase in the railways, sonic
£E12,000 was due to the rise in the basic wage.
In addition, the new system whereby thle rai.l-
ways do not include the cost of the third
pay iii the month in which it falls, but
equalises it by a charge over a period, ac-
counts for a further £615,000. Thle remain-
ing increase represents expenditure to earn
additional revenue. I think I hav-e shownt
convincingly that there was nothing in the
suggestion of the lion, member that there
had been any juggling of the finiances for
July.

For the most part country members coil-
fined any criticism they had to offer to the
allocation of Government expenditure, as be-
tween the metropolitan area and the countr *Y
districts, to matters relating to the provision
of educational facilities. I may recall that
last year I submitted a statemenit showving
that, during the period 1933-34 to 1036-37,
over 60 per cent, of the Government's loan
expenditure was in dist-ricts outside the
metropolitan area. Notwithstanding thi,,

various members, led by Mr. Baxter, again
attempted to raise the old cry of "town
versus coun2try,"

When referring to expenditure onl educa-
tion, Mr. Baxter said-

That whichl has been done in tile country is
mighty little ocinpared with what is being done
in the city, aind the promuise to the country of
what would be done . . . There are many
small placs in the country which have niot
received r'CS50,lablc treatment. For years 74cr-
redin hans licon in a shocking condition for
lack of propker educational facilities and the
school relmainls overcrowded.

Another mnember wllo was critical of the
facilities provided at the Merredin State
School was Mz. Wood, and, like Mr. Baxter,
based his main ease against the Government
oil tile conditions alleged to prevail at that
centre. He said-

The scihool is a disgrace and has bee n con-
denined by thf! Health Department. The place
is full of water whenever it rains. The head-
mnaster has not even an office.

In reply to these rather strong statements,
I quote from a memorandum received fromn
the Director of Education-

The statement that Merredia school lacks
proper edneatiomlal facilities and remains over-
crowded is not in accordance with the facts.

The buildings consist of four brick class
roolals, quite uip to the standard of roomns
erected elsewhere, on~e pavilion room of the
usual type, aind one wooden room (old style).
Departmental records showv that the enrolment
in December, 1937, was 226. The accommoda-
tioni pro%-ided is for 300. During tis year
there fias becin na increase, as shown by records
(tat July , 1938) to 2935, lint amiple accommoda-
hion is yet provided by thle fou~r brick rooms
and the lpavilirni romr-so that the old type
room has been retained as a spare room for
occasiolnal use as a mnusic roomi and for physi-
cal training.

The statemnt that ''the place is full of
water whenever it rains'' is an exaggeration.
The south-westernt corner is low-lying, and
wvater does lie there after rains. As the raini-
fall is 1M-3 inchies a year, the number of wet
days is limited.

in the central part of the grounds are the
buildinigs, a play area and tennis court. A
flea dHUMlSter 's office is niot built until the plan
of buildings has developed to an extent which
enables the office to he built.

The residents have made a request to remove
the school to an area selected on the Southl side
of the railway line. While negotiations are
proceeding, it is inadvisable to erect farther
luildings on the present site. M1%anual train-
ing instruction is provided for-room, equip-
ment and teacher supplied.

The provision of domestic science is under
consideration, but cannot be finalised until a
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decision is arrived at respecting the transfer
of the school to a new site.
Those are the remarks of the Director of
Education. I prefer to accept his views on
the matter rather than those of members who
have criticised the Government and the de-
partmient.

With reg-ard to Mr. Wood's strictures on
thle Corrigin school, I am advised as fol-
law's:

Corrigin school is a composite one. Its
accomnmodation has been, extended front time to
ltme to eater for pupils transferred from closed
schools. The department recognises that these
are only teumporary buildings, and has under
consideration ait the present lttle a brick strue-
lure to replace them.

Wilhe" listening to 'Mr. Baxter, members
ma ,y have gained the impression that the
department was not symnpathetic towards the
extensionI of manual] training facilities in the
country districts. InI this connection, the
Director has submitted the following corn-
a! cut:

Concernting the department's attitude to theextension of nianual training facilities to small
country schools, thle n-Director during 1937
dlid promise to supply equipment if local resi-
dents erertcd atsial room. Tile Director
has now huored these requests-Waroiona in
August, 1937, and( Balingupl in August, 1938.
One further request of this niatuire ]ias been
made but was refused.

As to the members' general charges that
expenditure has been onl a more generous
scale in the mnetrolpolitan area than in the
COUntrV. ani examination of the relevant
figures discloses that their criticism is not
borne out by the facts. For example, in
1936-37 the expenditure onl teachers' satlaries
and equipment in primary schools totalled
£571,481. Of this sum £E245,120 was ex-
pended in the metropolitan area in caterin.g
for 29,139 pupils, and £326,361 in the coun-
try in catering for 26,885 pupils. The
respective exp~enditure per pupil was-
metropolitan area £8.41 and country £12.14.

Hon. A. Thomson: There are larger areas
to provide for in the country.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Memnbers
have criticised the Government expenditure
on the provision of educational facilities in
the country , and this shows that their criti-
cisi is not borne out by the facts. Thus the
expenditure per pupil is 45 per cent. greater
in the country than in the metropolitan area.
I might also add that an expenditure of
£18,000 is incurred annually on driving
allowances and contracts in country dis-
tricts.

Unfortunately, figuires are not available
segregating the cost of capital charges, up-
keep, etc., incurred each year in respect to
primnary school buildings in the metropolitan
and country districts. Howvever, the primary
school expenditure in the country districts
on teachers' salaries and equipment alone is
as great as the combined expenditure arrived
at by adding to the corresponding figure for
the metropolitan area the whole of the
annual charges in respect of all the loan
asets of the Educntion Department, incluld-
ing the i\'arogin School of Agriculture and
Mfuresk College. INTO matter how much may
be done by the Government, I realise that
there will still be rooml for further improve-
ment. There will always be a necessity for
newv schools in some districts, or additions to
schools elsewhere. That is inevitable in a
State like Western Australia. I suppose we
shiall also have a continuance of the neces-
sity for schools being closed down oingl, to
los Of Pupils. The Education Department
has a big problem to deal with, and consider-
inug its magnitude, I think it is entitled to
credit for the way in which it has en-
doa-vouered to cope with the situation.

Hon. A. Thomson: We recognise that the
department is reciprocating as well as
possible.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
borne out by the criticism of some lnihlers
of the expenditure by, the Government in
providing educational facilities in the Coun-
try.' Let me now quote somlp figures showing
tile loMa assets and expenditure on Primary
schools for the year 1936-37-

Primary Schools:
Expenditure on teachers' salaries and

equipment-

Metropolitan area 245,120
Country districts .. .. 326,361

Loan Liability: Public buildings including
Narrogin School of Agriculture andMuresk College, £1,438,868.

Capital charges-

Interest
Snig fund

Exchage
Net earnings dr.

£ E
52,585

5,622
7,201

16,579
81,987

£327,107 £326,861

Honl. A. Thomson: There is a much larger
area in the country to deal with, and the
costs must be correspondingly higher.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Other mat-
ters bearing on the country areas were also
dealt with by members. The first itemI
shall touch upon relates to rabbit virus. 'Mr.
Craig, and, I think, Mr. Hamersley, sug-
geCysted that the Government should press the
Commonwealth authorities for the release of
what is known as the inyxomatosis virus.
Theo Government's policy in this matter has
been made clear from time to time by the
Minister for Agriculture, both in public
speech and in correspondence with the vari-
ous vermin boards. He has intimated that
when the Commonwealth Government re-
leases this virus, arrangements will be made
to have it distributed under suitable control.
That was the sugcgestioni of Mr. Craigw.
'Members will recall that a resolution re-
questing the immediate release of the virus
was recently passed by 23 road boards in
conference. Following that resolution,' the
Agricultural Department communicated with
thle Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. A reply, dated the 22nd June, was
received from thle secretary of that body, as
follows:-

Re Rabbit Myxoniatosis.
I have your letter of the 17th instant, rela-

tire to a resolution passed ait a conference of
vermin boards requesting the immediate release
of the myxomnatosis virus.

At a recent meeting of this Council Dr ' L.
BR. Bull, the Chief of thke Division of Animal
Health and Nutrition, outlined the rabbit
inyxomatosis work in sonic detail. He pointed
out that Sir Charles Martin. had shown at
Cambridge that the virus was invariably fatal
to wild rabbits, although in one or two cases
recoveries had taken place in tamec rabbits.

Ini followving up this work in Australia, one
experiment-the closed colony experiment-had
consisted of putting 30 wild rabbits in an en-
closure of 500 square feet, introducing the di-
sease into the enclosure, and. then nmaintaining
the population roughly constant by adding the
necessary nunmbers of wild rabbits twice weekly.
It h-ad been fouind that to do I his it was neces-
sary to add six rabbits on a Wednesday and
six on a Saturday.

Thle experiment lhad been in progress for the
last fifteen months, and its object was to de-
teruline whether recovery ever took place in
wild rabbits. Up to date, 761 rabbits bad been
put into tile experiment, but none had recov-
ered. Thle great majority had died within tile
first 24 days of exposnre to contagion, but five
per cent. or so had lived longer, and there were
four eases of rabbits not dyiing from the di-
sense until they had been in the enclosure for
over 100 days-onec of them. for 1.50 days.

Judging from cage experiments, the reason
for this difference in time of survival appeared

to be that occasional rabbits possessed a tent-
pornry resistance, perhaps caused by a tempor-
ary increased secretion of mucus which washed
away infection and prevented it reaching the
respiratory tracts. Tests, however, had shown
thlat sueth rabbits invariably died oil injctiLon
of thle virus; in other words, they did not pos-
sass any systentic immunity.

The variation lie had mentioned, however,
was11 a good demionstration of the unlikelihood
of any disease accounting for the whole of a
particular ainimual population. Nevertheless, the
myxonla viruis was favoinrable in that no wild
rabbit had reentevred from it ovr a period of
fifteen ,noitlis.

The Wardung Island experiments had been
carried out ukde, quarantine conditions in a
double-netted enclosure of 90 acres. The di-
sease had b-en introduced in November, 1987,
at a time when sonic 450 rabbits were in the
eniclosure, by liberating 20 inoculated rabbits
(obtained fromi outside the enclosure) in one
corner of the fenced area. The object of the
test was to determine if myxomiatosis would
eradicate the n-hole of thle population, and to
obtain information as to whether it was good
technique to p)ut foreign inoculated rabbits in
such an area.

It hind been found that the disease died out
inl tlhe enclosure at the end of some 100 days,
by' which time aibout 2.50 rabbits, i.e., about 50
per cent. of tile originill population, had died
of the disease. He did not think that there
was thle slightest evidence that the disease had
failed to exterminate all thle rabbits owing to
thle development of a natuiral resistance; the
data obtained pointed, onu the other hland, to
thle introduced rabbits not being accepted by
all the colonies and thus some of the latter had
escaped the disease entirely.

It n-as proposed to commence a second ex-
perinient onl Wardang Island within the next
three weeks. By that timie tlhe population
would have beenm built uip 1o about 1,000 rab-
bits. This time, lion-ever, the disease would be
introduced iii such a way as to make it rea-
sonably certain that at leaist one rabbit in cacti
euooiy would he infected. No animals from
outside would he introduced.

'Dr. Bull showted a mechanical arrangemnent
whereby animals emerging from certain war-
ionLs would be infected by contact with a dust
of the dried virus diluted with lycopodiurr
powder. One rabbit from each of the other
warrens would he caught alive, inoculated, and
then released. The object of this test was to
ascertain whether it was possible, by the pro-
cedutre lie had outlined, to obtain a. rapid and
effective result.

I have outlined tlhe position regarding this
Council's investigations on the matter at some
length, in view" of the fact that there is evi-
denthy a complete mnisunderst an ding as to the
facts of thle ease onl thle part of thle vermin
hoards in 'your State. No one can yet say
whether thle virus is going to he of use as an
ngent for the large-scale destruction of rabbits.
We hope that in the future, and under parti-
cular conditions, it may be a valuaible aid in

50*2
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rabbit control, but, until further progress has
been made with the experimental work, we shal
certainly not be in a position to wake any re-
commendation as to whether the virus should
or should not be released.

Members will see, therefore, that until the
desired recommendation is made it would be
a policy of doubtful expediency for the Gov-
ernment to press for the release of the virus.
It is, of course, recognised that if success
can be achieved in this exp~erimnent it will
have anl important effect upon many districts
in this State. Country members canl rest as-
sured that the Department of Agriculture
will watch the experiment with much initer-
est, for the departmental officers are just as
keen as they to do anything that will im-
prove the position of the farmers operating
in areas infested with rabbits.

With regard to irrigation areas in the
South-West, reference was made by Mr.
Craig to the disabilities under which many
settlers are at presetnt operating. He in-
stanced the Harvey area where the irrigation
authorities arc unable to allow more than
one watering of pastures a month. The
Government is fully alive to the disabiities
mentioned hy Mr. Craig, and now has under
consideration a comprehensive report deal-
ing with additional conservation. As, how-
ever, a heavy financial obligation is in-
volved in the construction of newv works of
an adequate nature, the present and future
economies of agricultural development in the
respective irrigation districts must be care-
fully explored. It will be realised, moreover,
that it is necessary iii the formulation of
any further scheme of water impounding, to
visutalise the whole of the South-West coas-
tal terrain as potentially irrigable for pasture
and other agricultural development, rather
than to concentrate attention ulpon those
areas where already many thousands of
pounds have been spent from public funds,
and where the returns have never been fully
reproductive from a direct, or financiali,
point of view.

The watering restrictions imposed by the
Irrigation Commission at Harvey have been
necessary, tiot because of water shortage it-
self, but because the purpose and use to
which the water is put have so considerably
changed since the irrig-ation works were con-
structed as to demand that more water and
more frequent waterings be made available.
Such demand has not been possible of entire
fulfilment in the Waroona and Har-cy dis-

tricts. .Developments that we may reason-
ably expect in this district where we have
such a limited scheme prevented that being
done. 'Mote settlers lparticipated in the in-
dustry and naturally they would use more
water. Adopting forms of production in
other directions, they would require an addi-
tional quantity of water and more frequent
waterings, with the result that the quantity
conserved has not beet) found sufficient. That
is the explanation. Onl the other hand, in
the Collie irrigation district, whore Mr.
Craig is fortunate in having his farm, nor
restriction in the area to be irrigated has yet
been found necessary.

Hon. L. Craig: Andl will not he found
necessary either.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Further, the
mlore frequent waterings advocated by Mr.
Craig have beeni afforded for the time being.
The Govertnment recognisesl that this is an
important subject that will require the ex-
lpenditure of a large suim of money.

Hon. L. Craig: But the work will be repro-
ductive.

The CH[EF SECRETARY: That is; cor-
rect, but to date experience has shown that
it is not so productive fromt the Government
Point of view as some members would have
the House believe.

Holi. L. Craig: But it means increased
production, which brings increased revenue
to the Government through the railways, and
so On.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is quite
so with the increase in production. Mr.
Hanuersley ref erred to the grasshopper pest.
He suggested that the rural community hadl
not received fair treatment in this matter
fromn the Government. I was sorry that the
bln member made that remark. What has
been done in that direction is, considering all
the circutmstances, a credit to the Govern-
ment. I think I can claim that the present
Government has done mnore than has any
other in Australia in that regard; yet thie
hon. member complained that the Govern-
mlent had not (lone enough, and even said the
fartmers had not received fair treatment. It
will he recalled that the first serious depre-
dations from grasshoppers were experienced
in Western Australia in 1926, when portions
of the Nortli-Easterti wheat belt were in-
fested. Warnings as to the likelihood of
such outbreaks following the extensive clear-
ing operations which had been undertaken
for somne vears had been uttered by
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the Government Entomologist from time £1l,000,009. Throug-hout these plague Years
to time, and a close study of the
situation had. been made liy him ever since
the first signs of danger appeared.

Following the 1926 outbreak, little damage
was dlone until 1935, wvhen dry seasonal con-
ditions again produced plague numbers in
portions of the wheat belt. The three suc-
ceeding seasons have ailt been marked by a
light rainfall, and manny portions of the
wheat belt have had the unique experience
of witnessing four consceutive grasshopper
plaguies. This represented a serious problem
affecting not only the settlers but also the
Government. The department recognised the
seriousness of the situation and did every-
thing within its power to meet the conditions
as it knew them. That greater losses have
not resulted from the unprecedented condi-
tions is due to the very active grasshopper
campaign undertaken by the Government.
This is what was done: Mapls defining the
egg laying areas of the pest have been pre-
pared each year from information gathered
by the field officers of the Agricultural Bank,
and by this means it has been possible for
officers of the department to keep a care-
ful watch upon areas from which danger
might be expected. In 1936 nearly £900
worth of baiting material was distributed
free to farmers through road boards. In
1986, 273 tons of baiting material was made
available at; a cost of E2,647, and mixing de-
pots were organised at various plague
centres. In 1937, the sum of £9,000 was ex-
penided in baiting and spraying operations,
and the folowina. ingredients were distri bu-
ted to over 30 road hoards:

716 tonls of bran,
- 127 tons of molasses,

14 tons of brown siugar,
17 tons of ,trsenitc of soda,
1 ton of white arsenic,
S spray outfits and tanks.

In addition, the Government arranged,
through the Agricultural Bank, for the
breaking up of 72,000 acres of abandoned
holdings, known to he breeding grounds, at
a cost of £1 3,000. Many thousands of acres
were also leased for cropping at reduced]
rentals; in all, approximately 180,000 acres
of land was treated as a direct response to
the Government's anti-grasshopper camn-
paign. During the last three years approxi-
mately £25,000 has been expended by the
Glovernment on grasshopper control, with anl
estimiated saving of crops in the vicinity o!

frequent visits to infested areas have beeun
made by officers; of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, and every modern mneanus of grass-
hopper control has been investigated.

Close co-operation has existed between
local entomologists and outside authorities,
includinig officers of the Counc-il of Scientific
and Industrial Research, Canberra, and the
Imperial Bureau of Entomology, London.
Two representatives of the Council of
Scientific awl Industrial Research, Dr. Key,
Research Offieer appointed to work onl the
grasshopper prolblemi, and( Dr. Nicholson,
Chief Entomologist, have been conducted on
tours of thle grasshopper areas, and both
have exp ressed themselves strongly3 inl accord
with the tmeasutres taken to control the pest.
A recent conference of Commonwealth and
State en tomologists held itt Melbourne was
attended b ,v the Grovernent Entomologist,
and( thle grasshopper problem was discussed
from at notional as well as from a State
point of view. During recent years more
mloney' has been expended by th Govern-
tment of this State onl grasshopper control
than has been expended by all the other
States combined. Consequently, no legiti-
mate claimi for baiting material from any
centre has been refused, and results hare
shown that the outlay has becn fully justi-
tied. This season approximately £E1,000
worth of bait has already been distributed
and extensive ploughing operations are
again under wvay. Ani area of 24,000 acres
has already been leased or let by contract,
while additional large areas have been let at
reduced retitals on condition that they are
broken tip. A communication from the
Acting Minister for Agriculture appeared in
the "WVest Australian" of the 5th July, 1938,
stating thtat grasshopper control measures
would 1)0 conducted th is season onl lines
.similar to those employed last year. The
coitditions referred to were-

(1) Tme Government to deliver free baiting
material to any, railway siding.

()Thme cost of mnixing b~ait to bep met by
the Governmtent at the ruling basic
wage.

(3) Frie petrol to be sitpplied to indigent
farmiers who would otherwise be un-
.able to Obtain the bait they require.
These farmers are to be nonated!
by the roads boards.

Further to facilitate the control of the
gasshopper, and because doubts were ex-

pressed as to whether under the Plant
Diseases Act sufficient powvers were ziven to
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enable the Goverinent to enforce the drastic:
steps necessary for the eradication of the
pest, grasshoppers have now been declared
vermin. In view of the published announce-
ment of the Aetuig M1inister for Agriculture
concerning the provision of free baiting
material, the gazettal of graisshoppers a~i
vermin cannot be interpreted as tantaniount
to throwing the onus of the destruction of
the pest onl the settlers themselves, as 2Mlr.

Hamersicy has suggested. Under the pro-
visions of the Act, vermin boards are not
only empowered to appoint their own in-
spectors to enforce and supervise the carry-
ing out of the Government's receomnmenda-
tions, but also to spend their own funds,,
when necessary, for this purpose. ]n pr1evi-
ous years thle hoards have incurred various
expenses for grasshopper eradication, but
were not legally empowered so to do. As a
result their activities have been hampered,
and conmnitments have been confined to
amounts such as could be entered up against
the three per cents.

The farmers, therefore, far from being a
"9section of the community that has not re-

eiefar treatmtent in respet of the grass-
hopper pest," have been treated more liber-
ally by the Government in this direction than
have been settlers iii the other States of thle
Commonwealth by their respective Govern-
ments. The gazettal of the pest as vermin,
since it has as its main object the strength-
ening of the alIrea dy vigorous campaign
being waged against the grasshopper
scourge, should be a matter for approbation
rather than criticism. What I have said is
ample refutation of the charge that the Goy-
erment has not given the farmers fair-
treatment in this matter.

Strong counent was, made Iby Mr. Piesse
on the attitude of the Transport Board to
local country tours. During the course of
his remarks, he stated that the Transport
Board would not permit country centres "to
develop their own small tours for the ipur-
pose of enabling local residents to gain
knowledge of the district." In support of
these strictures hie mentioned a ease that oc-
curred in Bunibury. A resident had exhibi-
ted in his window a notice that a tour to the
Caves was being arranged, but the Train-
port Board had notified him that he must re-
move the notice. rUpon enquiry I learn that
in the instance referred to by the hon. mem-
ber, objection was raised by the Transport
Board to the person concerned endeavouring

to secure passengers for transport to Yad-
linup Caves and elsewhere, at separate
fares, without having first secured the neces-
sary authority in accordance with the provi-
sions of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, 1933. For the convenience of operators,
thle Transport Board has authorised the
Towvn Clerk, Bunbury, to issue permits for
special trips for the conveyance of passen-
gersa eaaefrs If, therefore, such
a permit had been obtained, no objection
would have been taken to advertising the
tour with a view to securing passengers. As
to the hon. memnber's suggestion that the
Transport Board is not sympathetic towards
the promotion of country tours, I woald
point out that during the last financial year
1,8.90 pecrmits of the nature referred to were
issued by the board. In all eases, applica-
tions for permits are considered in relation
to the existing facilities, and, when justified
by thle circumstances, permits are granted.
'in view of the importance that I attach to
the tourist traffic of Western Australia,
which I have always strongly encouraged, I
thought it worth while to look into the mat-
ter so as to give the House the actual facts.

Ron. W. J. 'Mann: That idea may be com-
forting, hutt possibly a party may not be
able to obtain a permit. That frequently
happens.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I should -say
that the Town Clerk of Bunhury, who is
keenly interested in thle district, would at-
tend to the mutter.

Ron. W. 3. 'Mann: You will have to im-
prove a little on that idea.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There must
be sonic method of granting permits. We
cannot allow a person to commit breaches of
the Transport Act. The Transport Board is
prepared to make facilities available. I sug-
gest that a telephone call to the Town
Clerk's office would get over the difficulty.

In criticising the lay-out of the port
wheat terminal at Banbury, 31r, Thomson
was not v,-ry helpful. He merely suggested
that something more modern should hav-i
been installed, but hie might have told us the
nature of the installation he had in mind.
He should be in a unique position to flo
this, since he has spent a lifetime in asso-
ciation with works and buildings. As far as
I know-and I aml assured by the Director of
Works that it is so--the installation has, as
far as possible, been erected onl orthodox
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and approved lines. I would explain to the
lion, member that the conditions tit Bunbun'
are unusual and required slpecial treatment.
This installation has been the subject of
much investig-ation and many consultations
with engineers and other experts in the East-
ern 'States who are closely associated with
the designing and operating of terminals.
Generally speaking, terminals ai-e concen-
trated units, storage binls being placed close
to tile shipping berth for convenience of
transfer therefrom to the ship. At Bunburty
this was impossible owing to the berth being
at the end of a jetty about a mile tlng. To
transfer thle wheat from the storage to the
ship by means of belts would lbe technically
possible, but with the relatively small quan-
tity to he handled it was eeononiealtv outl
of the question. As I have indicated, til,
storage bills and the equipment follow reg-u-
lar and orthodox practice. Contrary to the
hon. member's impression, the party most
interested in the terminal-presumialy Go-
op~erative Bulk Handling Limited-was ad-
vised of the proposals in the curly stages of
their formulation and( discussed them with
departmental officers. Bulk liandling facili-
ties at Bunhury have of late been the subject
of much discussion.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: It is a most difficult
proposition.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is. Our-
departnital engineers, instead of being
criticised, might have been givei sonie credit
for improvising-of course, with the assist-
ance of others-a scheme that has proved to
he satisfactory.

In criticising the Railway' Departmepnt, Mr.
Wood urged that the Commissioner should do
something to make passeng-er servi ces more
attractive, and suggested that a parlour coach
should be flut on the Albany rain. I referred
the hon. member's remarks to the Comlmiq-
sioner, who has replied as follows:-

There are only two parlour coaches (longe
cars) in service, and they arc fully utilised on
the ''Westland"' and ordinary K~algoorlie ex-
press trains. A third ear is at present being
fitted up at Midland Junction workshops and
should be available for traffic in the near fui-
tune. The question of how" it is to lie utilised
has yet to be decided].

The Commissioner has offered the follow-
ing comment on Ihe lion. member's remark
about the necessity for sp)Ceding up ser-
vices:-

The Kalgoorlie train referred to by the hon.
member as doing the trip from Perh to Nor-

thami in two hours 33 minutes is the '"West-
land,'' a nion-stop train with a strictly limited
load.' Most of the time saved by this train is
due to the elimination of stops at refreshment
stations, as each passenger is required to pur-
chase mecals in the dining cnr. A special ex-
press train scheduled on a much faster time
table than the ordinary one is run to Albany
once a week; and, front the patronage offer-
ing, only the one trip a week is warranted at
present. The time occupied by this train on
the journey to Yor-k 5s 3 hours 34 minutes.
The fliese]-electric rail ears provide a service
on Monday, Wedneday and Friday to York,
the distance being covered in 3 hours 9
minutes. In thle circumstances, insofar as rail
communication writh the city is concerned, Yeo-k
has apparently little to complain about.

When speaking onl the Railway Depart-
inent, Mr. E. H. H. ll] stated that hie
was-
considerably perturlbed, in looking through the
report of the Commissioner, to find no
mtention of an equalisation or financial ad-
I ustnicut between the Midlanil Railway Comn-
pan.\ andl the Rilway D)epartmnent.

Conitinuaing,- the holl. member said-
The St-Me Rail ways cannot show their share-

holders-the people-a pirofit, hut it is our duty
to enisure that thlir intei-ests are protected.

I submitted the lion. imember's comments
to thne Coinmissionecr o f nail ways, who has
replied ais follows:-

'file original contract granted the company
by tine Goverinment of Westerni Australia for
thle coustruetion, equipment, ininitenanee and
working of the line now known as thne Mid-
land ra iliway, provided for the interchaiige a ad
ivorking of tile traffic betweenl tile two systems
to tile greatest convenicee of the public.

Furthermnore, the eoveiiant provided that the
warking of the railwa 'y, etc.-, and the division
anad a pportionncnt of tolls, rates and charges
should lie as mutually agreed onl between the
two parties; any natteis in which agreement
could not be it-ached to hea settled by ni-bitra-
tion.

Certa in disputes and dlifferenCcs Which arose
subsequnitly, and on which finality could not
be reached, necessitated recourse to such action,
tine arbitr-ator a ppointed heing a Commissioner
of the New South Wales Governient Railways,
w~hose- awnard, whiclh operated from the 1st
.Tanunay, .1927, is inl fore to-day. The award
provides adequate protection of the rights of
the Comminissioner as well is those of the coin-
pany in respect of all phases of railway opeia-
tionts, sueth as accountancy payments, terminal
charges, loading and unloadling serv-ices, etc.,
anid intoelaiigc of rolling stock and equipment
and, it might 1)0 mentioned, is working to the
entire satisfaction of hoth. parties. Details of
the inter-s;-steai traffic are not shown in the
annual report of the Conmmissioner of R~ilways
nor, to my mind., is there any necessity to doa
SO-
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When moving the adoption of the Ad-
dress-ini-reply, M1r. W. R. Hall was Severely
critical of the Maini Roads Department's at-
titude towards the Eastern Goldfields. I
submit, however, that when due considera-
tion is given to all factors, the hon. member
will realise that residents in his province
have not beet) unfairlyv treated. It must 130
realised that the policy of the Main Roads
Department is to serve the needs of traffic,
in proportion to its density, having regard
also to other transport facilities9, such as
railways, that localities enjoy. The dailY rail-
way service between Perth and Kalgoorlie
greatly mninimises anly disability wider which
the travelling public labours by reason of the
incomplete condition of sections of the road
between Perth and Kalgoorlie. 'Moreover,
the density of traffic over this% road, lartieni-
larly the section between 'Merredin and Cool-
gardie, cannot be compared with that be-
tween, say* , Perth and Bunbury, and Perth
and Albany. It is for these two reasons-
that, in the past, the section between 'Merre-
din and Coolgardie has not been declared a
main road. The department, in endeavonr-
ig to follow thle policy of first things first,
must inevitably cause disappointmientoin cer-
tain quarters, but it must be borne in mind
that the funds at its command are not uin-
limited, and they must consequentl *y be par-
celled out to the best advantage.

The current year's progranune includes
the completion of thie bituminous surfacing-
as far as Merredin. The department has
undertaken similarly to construct the road
thence to Southern Cross a distance of 70
miles, within the next two years, and] to ser-
vice thle wvhole road to keep it reasonably
traffleable meanwhile. To that end it has
placed power graders permanently onl the
road between 3lerredin and Coolgard-ie.
'Members may have gained the impression
from M1r. Hall's remarks, that thle road bad
been entirely neglected in the past, but that
is far from being, the position. During the
past ten years £400,000 has been spent be-
tween Perth and Merredin, and £E100,000
between 'Merredin and Kalgoorlie, making
a total of half a million pounds during the
period. In addition to this, other consider-
able amounts have been spent on other roads
on the Eastern CGoldfields, notably £-26,000
onl the Broad Arrow Road in recent years.

It is not to be thought that the road be-
tween Merredin and Coolgardie is uniformly

bad; there arc sections which become diffi-
cult to negotiate after rain, and to which at-
tention is given as soon as conditions permit.
Generally, however, the road is serviceable,
and this is evidenced by the time records that
are from time to time established by those
who make that journey.

Strong, criticism of State battery charges
was expressed by Mr. Baxter. As members
may be aware there are 21 batteries depart-
mentally controlledi, many' of them in very
remote districts. It has been the accepted
j)o hey of Governments iii the past to pro-
vide for a unifornm charge at all centres and
wrhen the adv-isaility- of this point is con-
ceeded thle question of charges and cost of
treatmnent must he taken over the whole sys-
tem. The extraction obtained at State bat-
tevies is high. During 1937, 102,800 tons
were milled wvith a head value of 12.84 dwds.
The recovery by amialgamation was 8.79
dwts. per ton, the whole of which is handed
to the prospetor after crushing charges arc
p~aid.

T'he average value of the tailings treated
% tLs 0162 dwtx., aitcn flC average residue
value 0.90 dwts. The diversity of the niate-
rial treated and the fact that 42.9 per cent.
of the tailings 1)rodluCed averaged only 1.39
dwts. per ton suggests that an average resi-
due of less than I dwt. is satisfactory, and
could compare with the extraction obtained
at larger and more expensively equipped
mnfe5.

Since the State batteries were primarily
erected to permit prospectors to sample their
shows iii bulk, the policy of the Government
has been to keel) the crushing charge as
low as, pos.sible. Thue present scale of
crushing charges was introduced in 1900.
N 'atur-ally, in small centres where only small
plants canl be kept going, the proportion of
the wages cost to the total treatment is very
high and the incidence of the increase in
wages and concession to wage earners by
way of insura nce, tbc 44-hour week, and an-
nual holidays has tended to increase the cost
of crushing very considerably since the pre-
sent charges were first adopted. Owing
to the increased efficiency of the mill the ac-
tual cost of crushings to prospectors has
beeni reduced, since apart from the charge of
10s. 6d. per ton, prospectors can crush on
time, and the cost per ton under this provi-
sion is less than it was in 1909. The con-
cession recently granted by the Government
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Of thle Payment of the full fine price for
gold is one that is not granted by other
crushing plants. Private-owned batteries,
almost without exception, deduct 3 dwts. to
cover the cost of treatment and pay at the
£4 per ounce rate. The fact that State Bat-
teries have noe competitors suggests that the
charges are reasonable. Mr. Baxter said
that the total cyanide charges are 22s. per
ton, whereas the actual revenue per ton for
1930 was l3s. 5.8d.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How (lid you arrive
at that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hion.
member has pointed his remarks onl tailings
rharges. by quoting three erushings from
flalleys Comet 'Mine at 'Marble Bar. These
crushings are the most remarkable erushinlgs
ever put through the State Battery systemn,
so far as the value of the tailingys is eon-
eci-uMd. and, whilst the revenue received by
the department was considerable, it made
no very appreciable effect on the average
revenue received for tailings during the year.

The figure,, for a centre like Peak Hill,
which isv practically dependent onl the State
Battery. give the other side of the question.
The battery crushed 5,981 tons during the
year,9 at a cost to the prospector of 7s. li1d.
per ten, and at a cost to the department of
7ls, .6d. The average value of the tailing;
wasq 1.18 dlwts. mid the cost of treatment was
6Os. 1.0d., and, Although the tailings treat-
meat was low for this isolated district, the
revenue was slightly less than thle cost per
ton.

If -Mr. Baxter wishes to comipare the cost
Ar State Batteries with those of privately
ow-ned mines, lie should take, for example,
plants that were somewhat, comparable in
size with onr State batteries and not one of
the maqjor mines of the Commonwealth, pro-
ducing in one month 50 per cent. of the
total y early, output at State batteries. If ho
does So I am sure he will find that the costs
At State batteries compare v'ery favourably
with privately owned plants. That this Is
so is borne out by the fact that the Western
Mining Corporation and the Bernales group
of mines use the -State batteries very exten-
sirel ,v for the treatment of their develop-
niental ore, and I might mention, inci-
dentallyv, that the Blue Bird Mine at Norse-
mail, which is cruishing large parcels regu-
larly at our State battery, 'is quite contenit
w-ith the treatment charges, notwithstanding

the fact that its tailings at times exceed
3 ozs. per ton.

A statement wvas also made by M'.
Baixtrar that at nearly all Government
plants the tonnage of the ore is cal-
culated by mieasuremeiit. That is not so,
as 12 of our batteries, handling 66 per
cent. of the total tonnage, are equipped
with weighbridgcs, and notwithstanding the
insinuation that the people at the battery
see that they are well protected, the estimna-
tion of the tonnage by measurement has
given every satisfaction. His remarks wilt
not be appreciated by either the outback bat-
teries' staff or the prospectors who have
every confidence in the management.

Reference was made by Mr, Tinmitt to
the Government's unemuploynment policy. The
hon. mewmber' did not have a proper under-
standing of the positioii, and it is necessary,
therefore form-en to point out that his state-
ments. which may be i-epeated in various
places, aire likely to grive a wrong impression
about an imiportant subject. I w-ish to cor-
rect the hon. member in one or two state-

nits that he made, and when he hears
my ex planation he will realise that his
statemients. cannot by any stretch of the
iiagination he borne out by the facts-

The hon. member pointed out that since
the present Governme~nt took office, em-
ployment in business establishments had been
swelled by over 8,000 additional hands, and
that the building trade had also absorhed a
large number of men over the same period.
But then hie went onl to say, "*The fact that
nothingm it hans dlone has provided work, or

an prspect of work for the 6,500 ulen, i-s
evidence of the Government's failure to cope
with the unemployment problem. I have
come to the conclusion that the Governmnent's
so-called unemployment policy-if it can be
described by so grandiose a term as a policy
-bas broken down of its oxvn weight", It
wonld be interesting to know what the honi.
mnenmber really mecans byv that staternent. Can
Mr. flinimilt name any State or country in
the world where private enterprise finds
employment for all the workers, or does he
even sungest that such was once the case in
Western Australia?

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Yes, Russia.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have

always had our quota of unenmployed, and I
propose to show that the position to-day is
an improvement compared with the period
before the depression.
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*Hon. J. Cornell: It ought to be better; you
are nowv getting- an extra million a year
revenue.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I pointed
out previously that although there has
been an increase inl taxation as mentioned
by the bon. member, there has also been a
very large decrease in the amount of Joan
moneys available to the respective Govern-
meats, and, in addition, over 75 per cent, of
the revenue of the Government is required to
meet the public debt and for servicing. our
public utilities. Had the lion, member been
here previously he would have realised that
an increase in; taxation receipts is not the
important factor that he and sonme other
members endeavour to make it appear.

Referring to the progressive recovery in
Western Australia up to 1936, the Common-
wealth Grants Commission ii' its fourth r--
port, paragraph 65, made a comment which
I shall qunote. In view of the important p~lace
the Commission occupies in the affairs of the
Commonwealth, I think it call be regarded
as a competent authority. The comment is
as follows:-

The reduction in unemuploym ilent to about
re-depression volume, and the consequent
large increase iu u-age income provided such
a stimulus that the State was early' in moving
out of thre trough of depression.

Amonggst the business indicators adduced
by thre Commission as showing the course of
recovery is anl index of unemployment. This
index, with tile three year average 1926/192S

=base 100, is as follows:-
Three ,year average .. .. 100
1981 231
1982 . .. .2.10

1933 210
1934 .. 151
1985 .. 114
1936 .. 69*
1937 . 8..
1938 (June quarter) .. .

'Commission's index brought up to date.

Where we had a base of 100 in tile years
1926 to 1928, for 1037 the equivalent was
48 and for the June quarter of 1938 it was
reduced to 45. So actually unemployment
to-day is less thtan it was before the depres-
sion, notwithstanding the check the State has
sustained throughi the droulght and the
decline in export prices.

The following table sets forth a compari-
son of percentage unemployment in the

several Australian States for the
1928/29, 1932/33, and 1937/38:-

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
WXestern Australia
Talsnani,

."ustralia

years

1928/29. 1932/33. 1937/8.
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent.

10.6 31.2 10.0
0.7 24.8 8.2
7.0 17.4 6.9

14.65 32.0 7.3
9.1 28.0 5.4

10.4 22.4 10.0

10.2 27.5 8.5

What I have qluoted showvs that our un-
empIloymelnt p)olicy, or rather should I call
it our employment l)olicy, instead of having
as Mr. Diminiitt declared broken down of
its own weight, has had the opposite effect;
and may I again suggest that in matters of
tils kind, if menmbers wvant to be reasonable
and fair-, it is well for them to ascertain the
actual facts and( to give credit to the Gov-
ernmnent for improvements that it has
effected.

It is pertinent that I should informn the
House what the Government has done in
p1rovicdng unemployment relief. Whe, tfle

Government assumed offiee in Aplril, 1933,
the weekly earnings of married men onl re-
lief work wvas limited to £1 more than their
approved sustenanrce rates, with ii maximum
of £3. Even if men were entitled to allow-
slices, such as margins for skill or holidav
pay, in no instance were they' permitted to
exceed those maximum earnings. A survey
of the conditions at present governing em-
~iloyrncnt on relief work, discloses the extent
to which the Government has beern able to
improve matters during its terma of office.
As a result of successive increases in the
amount of wvork allotted to each manl accord-
ing to his family responsibilities, no married
marl to-dlay receives less than anl average of
£3 3s. 6d. per week. A great number of
mn receive the basic wvage or more for the
entire duration of the work onl which they
are engaged. Apart from this, notable ira-
provements have been effected in other
directions. Thus all men engaged onl relief
wvork receive the full benefit of marg-ins for
skill, holiday pay, arid increases in the basic
wage, whereas under the previous Govern-
ment increases of this kind did not result in
anyv material benefit to the workers conl-
cerned, as they werec simply stood down for
a longer period, the Government having set
a maxinum rate of pay that could not be
exceeded.
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In contrast to that principle, the present
Government has stipulated that the men arc
not to receive less than a stated minimum
amiount, but they may earn more. Whereas
under the previous Government the weekly
earnings of a. man with a wrife and no
children were limited to £1 14s.. to-day his
minimum weekly earnings arc £3 3s. .5d. The
following sets forth the present scale of
Work for a man with a family:-

Avrerage
Weekly

Earnings.
£ s' d.

Man with wifc--6 weeks on., 2 veeks
off .. .. 5.

Man with wife and I child-i weeks
on, 2 weeks off .. . 8 5 10

Man with wife and 2 children-i
weeks on, 1 week off I I . . ; 14 1

Man with w~ife ndt 3 children or
more-fanl-time for the duiration
of the work.
To-day a relief worker is permitted to

performn work privately uip to the value of
the basic Wage during the period hie is not
doing relief work. Under the previous Gov-
ernment his working period on relief work
was correspond ingl y reduced. The present
Government also increased the eanins of
single men on relief work from 25s. 3d. to
30s. per week. The actual time taken to earn
that amount has since been adopted as a
standard, and single men now work for a
fixed time and thus receive the benefit of
increases in the basic wage. Accordingly,
::t lpresent their average weekly earnings are
32s. 5d. per week.

To enable single men to seek private emt-
ployment, the Government instituted a sys-
tem whereby they might be allowed to earn
an additional sum of £9. Duringc the winter
months single men in the South-West were
allowed to earn an additional £5 to enable
them to purchase clothes and other necessary
comforts, While single men in other parts of
the State were granted an increase of 4s.
per week to compensate thein for the higher
cost of living in their respective districts.

It will be recalled that when the Govern-
ment assumed office, 36 per cent, of the total
number provided for by the Government
were in receipt of sustenance only. The cor-
responding figure to-day is 5 per cent., as a
result of a policy that has enabled a greate-r
number of those engaged on relief to share
the work provided-a different state of
affairs from that mentioned bv Mr. Dimniitt
who seemed to assume that the 6.500 men

were uinemiployed, whereas actually they
were employed by the Government. In-
cluded amongst those previously on susten-
anee was a considerable number of men un-
able to do the ordinary work provided be-
cause of some physical disability. Special
Work to suit those men has been undertaken,
and many of them have already been found
employment.

Among the important improvements
effected by the present Government was the
closingr of Blaekboy Camp, which had cost
the State £122,000, and the discontinuance
of the scheme whereby the previous Govern-
mnt, -in co-operation with the various local
authorities, employed meii to the extent of
the sustenance rates only. The unemployed
singvle men in Blackboy Camp were put into
profitable employment, and the mnen work-
ing uinder the other scheme were absorhed in
reproduictive work. In its endeavours to im-
prove the condition of men employed on re-
lief work, the Government has been severely
handicapped by the rising cost of materials
and the reduction in the State's allocation of
loan moneys for works. It becomes mere
difficult each year to find works in which the
amount payable for wages is not heavily out-
weighed by the cost of materials. This is
illustrated by the following figures, whichi
show the high proportion of expenditure at
present absorbed by materials in three re-
presenitative uindertakings:-

Wages per 'materials, etc.,
MIan Employed per MFan 'Em-

each Nreek.' played echl
Wreek.

£sd. E£. ad.
IGeldficlds Water sliijply ... 4 8 0 3 14 1t letropolilan 'Water Suply 4 0 2 4 ]a 10
Manin Re>ade (Triial) ... 4 0 0 4 0 10

Consequently the moniey available does not
go so far as it (lid formerly in relation to the
employment of a similar number of men for

a iilar period. That is a real difficulty.
,I as a mnetropolitan memnber receive many
comiplaints froni my constituents that they
have to go into the eountry. On the other
hand, members of this House complain that
the Government does not do enough work
in the country owing to doing too much in
the metropolitan area. That idea has heen
exploded. But the fact of our having to
find work in the country in the way I have
mentioned is a disability that is perhaps not
sufficiently understood. Every attention is
being given by the Government and by the
engineers to the possibility of finding for
these men work that is either directly or in-
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directly reproductive and such as will en-
able the money to he spent mainly on wages
instead of on materials to he used in the job,
which materials are obtained largely from
outside Western Australia.

Hon. members will realise, too, that in
general the works which enable the greatest
amtount of expenditure to be paid in wages
aire not always the most desirable from the
aspect of reproductivity. This is more than
ever the position to-day, at a time following
the concentration of works on enterprises
which absorbed the maximum amount of
labour for a given amount of expenditure.
Then again, a certain amount, of expenditure
in recent Years has n1Cessarily been devoted
to works which do not provide direct ema-
ployment to any of the men dependent on
the Governinent. In this category are the
purchase of rolling stock for the Railway-
Department, the erection of public buildings,
and so on. While expenditure on Works
such As these has stimulated industry and
earned more revenue for the Government, it
has not, except indirectly, assisted the Gov-
ernment to provide fuii-iiioe -worek on- relief
employment.

1l0on. J. Nicholson: The prodnctibn of
materials employs a great deal of labour.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In some
eases it dloes. In others it means the iimpor-
tation of manterials from outside the State.
In yet other eases the labour employed in
the production of materials is sm~ll rela-
tively to the total cost of the materials.

A suggestion nude by M 3r. flimmitt was
that the Government's capital Assets wero
rapidly deteriorating for want of mainten-
ance, and that in this direction wec sboul.1
spend more money than w~e hav-e been spend-
ing. For several] years past7 one item iii
particular, known at all events in this House
as belated repairs, and applying more espe-
cially to the railway;, has necessitated the
expenditure of large amounts, rnnning into
hundreds of thousands of pounds, simply bL-
cause the previous Government had not main-
tained Goverrnent assets in the manner in
which they should have been maintained. It
has been necessary for this Government to
find the money -required in an endeavour
to overtake those belated repairs. We
are not afraid of any criticism of our acti-
vities in that direction. If Mr. Dimmitt
cares to look uip the figures, he will find that
they run into many hundreds of thousands
of pounds. Therefore, this Government can-

not be accused of having neglected to main-
tain State assets, as has been suggested. I
grant that there are many of those assets
which would be improved by some attention,
but everything cannot be done ait one time.
The hon. menber will recognise that. It is
just as well to quote figures showing the
amount of money spent on maintenance from
revenue--

ASSETS: MIAINTENANCE Fmost REVENUE.
1043.1035-36. 1026-37.0

Railways............62,372 1,074,030 1,167,804
Goldfields Water Supply 62,918 54,274 54,810
Electrieity Supply 1... 43,303 48,360 40,217
MetropolltanWater Supply 33,482 31,415 32,314
Pubic flldiuag .1 21,933 41,959 49,183
OthLer Hmyda

taking~s
Other Alainici

ufc Under--. .. 23,148 28,02-1
saucee .. 62,504 85,550

1,209,640 1,341,590

3 937-3$ figures not available.

88,108

1,477,580

Certain maintenance is charged to loan.
Durinr 1936-37 such expenditure amounted
to £98,097. The details Are-

£
Poin3t SamsOn Jetty 46,748
Frelmutle Harbour Trust (Victoria

Quay Renewals) ............... 37,114
Other Maintenance .... .... ..... 0,235

£93,097

Tile figulres show each year anl increase of
between £C130,000 and £140,000 in expendi-
ture on nmaintenlance alone. Thus there is
not much in the advice tendered by Ur.11
Dimmnitt to this Goverinent, though it might
well have been offered to some other Gov-
ernment.

Youth employment is a question very
munch to the fore At the present time. Sev-
era? members have referred to it, and 31n
Bolton charged the Government with having
done ver-v little, if anything, towards im-
proving thec position of youth employment.
Presninibl y the bon. member is not aware of
the Oovernmenfs Activities in this regrard.
To-day over 7,000 youths are being trained
in technical and vocational training, and
all of them arc being trained for employ-
nment ' or for promotion from employment
which at present gives little or no prospect
of advancement. Even greater facilities are
under consideration, but final determination
had necessarily to be delayed pending the
settlement of a permanent site for technical
training. Notwithsta ndingo that the Conm-
inonwealth grant wvill be the means of pro-
viding buildings, the maintenance will be an
ever-i ncreasing, cost to the State. The refer-
ence to the Government's failure to give
effect to the findings of Mr. Justice Wolff,
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who was appointed a Royal Commissioner
to investigate the whole position of youth, is
not correct, As hon. members well know, in
the opening Speech special reference was
miade to proposed legislation to deal not
onily -ith this aspect, but with other aspects
deemed to provide a greater field of employ-
inent for youth and also for adult citizens.
The suggestion of the hon. member that the
Government's inactivity in this regard is due
to the possibility of displacing adult workers
is ludicrous. As a matter of tact, if youths
are put out of employment on attaining a
certain age, it is due to the action of emj-
ployers in private industry. That is wvell-
known.

Respecting the Boys' Employment LeagLie,
which is not now functioning, the hon. meni-
her-who wvas associated with that orgaisa-
tion-should know very well the reasons whY
it is not now in existence. It was intimated
in the Press that the Government had de-
cided to establish a branch of the Employ-
ment Department to deal with youths; hut
the members of the executive of the Boys*
Employment League were informed that the
Government would have no objection to their
continuing their operations, though the staff-
ing of such an organisation could not be
ared to by the Governipent. I take this
opportunity of expressing, on behalf of the
Government, thanks for the work that the
Boys' Employmnent League and other
similar organisations have done and arc
doing to assist in the youth problem.

At the same time the figures quoted by
Mr. Bolton cannot be accepted, especially
wvhen hie makes the statement that such
figures do not include replacements. Then
again, the deductions made by the hon.
member as to the economic losses from fewer
positions being obtained since the Govern.
inent took over these activities are sonme-
what mythical, and are consistent with soe
of the statements and statistics that ap-
peared from time to time when the leaguec
was in operation. But notwithstanding these
aspects, the Government appreciates the
work that wvas done. I am assured by the
Minister conitrotlinig the department that
the work now being performed in pro-

viiw employmecnt for youth is being
carried out quite as effectively as that
done by the Boys' Employment League,
and the figures furnished in reply to the
hon. member's question are definite. We be-
lieve that the system now in operation of
recording registrations and engagements is

such as to give a truer indication of the
numbers placed.

Replying to the remarks of Mr. Thomson
regarding the Commonwealth grant for
youth employment, I point out that the
amiount of the grant was only £14,000, and
that the Commonwealth Government inti-
mated that preference should he given to
proposals that would enable the money to be
spent on capital expenditure, such as the
purchase of land, erection of buildings, in-
stallation of machinery,' equipment, oe. The
whole of the grant has been allotted to itemis
that comne within the specifications laid down
by the Commonwealth. Of the £14,000, at
least one-half was spent either on the Gold-
fields or ini the country districts. According
to Mfr. Thomson nothing is being done for
the Young men of 19 to 20 years of age. As,
.previously' stated, there are to-day over
7,000 youths being trained in technical and
vocational occupations, and of this number
1,170 are between the ages of 18 and 21,
while 479 have passed their twenty-first year.
Therefore that statemient was not as accur-
ate as it might have been. Regarding the
lion. inerinbers statement about age restric-
tions on app~rentices, I direct his attention
to the fact that there is a large number of
apprentices who are 21 or over, and that
no fewer than 114 such apprentices are at-
tending the Perth Technical College alone.
Much more might be said on that subject,
hut there wvill be other opportunities to dis-
cuss it.

Questions were raised by Mr. Baxter re-
gar-ding regulations gazetted under the Na-
tive Admlinistration Act. He referred to
specific regulations, such as the one dealing
with mosquito nets. There will be an oppor-
tunitY to deal more exhaustively with that
matter than is possible to-night, but to one
or two points he endeavou red to make I
should like to reply. He said-

By the gazettal of the regulations on the
29th~ April last, the department itself is seek-
ing to get meore power than Parliament in-
tended it should have or than is good for the
native or the State.

In support of this statement, hie referred
to specific regulations, some of which moved
him to irony. Referring to Regulation
81 (b)), which stipulates that "bedding and
mosquito nets and ground sheet as required
shall be provided to the satisfaction of the
Conmmissioner," the lion, member asked-

Where shall we finish! The native miust
have a Vnosquito net! The regulation is ridi-
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culotis, especially when members bear in mind
that Regulation 36 makes no reference to mos-
quito nets.

To this I reply that surely the hon man-
her is not aware of the facts. Throughout
the North mosquito nets are commonly used
during certain seasons of the year, and life
without them even for the natives would
he intolerable. A few years ago tertian
mralaria. made its appearance in the Kimber-
leys, and since 1933 we have records of the
deaths of a largye number of natives from
the incidence of malaria. Probably the
greater proportion of the deaths in 1933-34
was due to tertian malaria. There are cer-
tain possible endemic centres, and in those
districts nets are essential. The department
has supplied mosquito nets to indigents and
employees at its own stations and hospitals
in the North. and ait one or two ration
camps. Even native prisoners in gaols In
the North have been supplied with nets.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The regulation does
not apply to that portion of the State only.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
need to stipulate thant it shall apply to the
North only, because provision is nmde for
mosquito nets to he provided to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner. Many of the
regulations contain similar qualifvine words.
Does Mr. Baxter sug-gest that the Commis-
sioner would say mosquito nets shiall. be pro-
vided for all natives in the Stnte? He knows
full well the Commissioner wuld not do
that. Mfembers, however, -will note that the
regulation says "A required." whbich implies
that employers living in malaria-infested
areas may' be asked to supply mosquito nets
for native workers in the event of an out-
break, or because of frequent mnalarial visi-
tntions. floes Mfr. Baxter suggzest that there
is anlythinz ridiculous in that, particularly
as; experience has shown the necessity' for
it"~ Although the hion. member maintains
that he has never had occasion to protect
himself against mosquitoes when in the
North. I venture to suggest that he will find
very few people in that area who do not
sleep either under a net or in a mosquito-
,,roof room for a g~ood portion of the year.
T cannot see anything ridiculouis in the reg-
lation, and people possessingz a kpowledgoe
of the NLorth Ra-ree with me and with the
Government that such provision is abso-
lutely necessary. Very few% people of the
NKorth indeed would be prepared to sleep
without a mosquito net during a consider-

able part of the year. If the hon. mnember
p~erused the Queensland regulations, he
would realiste how advanced they are as com-
pared even with those of whieh lie complains.

The hon. member also refvirred to Regu-
lation 39 which provides-

All letters to and from the inmates of an
institution shall pass through the hands of the
superintendent or manager, who mnay, in his
discretion, withhold them from transmission or
return them to the writers.

While this procedure has not previously
been laid] down by regulation, it has been
adopted in practice ever since there have
been settlements. The same procedure is
adopted in other institutions; there is a
similar provision in the Child Welfare regu-
lations. Not to exercise this po~wer would
be definitely dangerous, as the hion. member
would soon ascertain for himself if he had
the handling of the correspondence.

Another poinit raised by 'Mr. Baxter u-as
the legrality of station owners or managers
holding, smiall supplies of morphia, This
matter will, of course, be considered by
the department. However,' he went on

toSvthat he could not uanderstand
thle derpartment's reason for the regui-
lation dealing with the provision of
first nid and medical necessities. The list
of medical requirements was supplied by the
medical officer attached to the department-
Dr. Davis-who, in the light of experience,
considered the provision necessary.

lion. C. F. Baxter: Morphia was the one
to which I objected.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Regnlatioii
S5 dealing with the wages of natives is also
considered by Mr. Baxter to be ridiculous.
Contrary to the practice in Queensland, we
do not insist that all wages of natives shiall
he paid to the department through its var-
ious officers and protectors. However, there
are individual cases in which it is necessary
to safeguard such wages, and forthat reason
the Commissioner must be empowered to
have the payments to him in trust for the
native. As members are no doubt aware a
similar practice is followed in the ease of
most State wards at institutions for white
inmates. A definite provision to this effect
is included in the regulations of the Child
Welfare Dlepartment.

The object of Regulation 85 is to ensure
that the native receives his earnings. Gener-
ally speaking, and except in the ease of
trainees, the power conferred under this

5 13
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regulation is not exercised, but it is required that, notwithstanding the ridicule which has
occasionally. We simply stipulate that a
lproportion of the wages shall be paid into
a trust fund for the native. A separate ac-
count is opened with the Commonwealth
Bank, a bank book is provided, and the
money is kept there for the use of the native.
That is done to protect the interests of the
native, to ensure that he is paid th~e amount
to which he is entitled, and further to en-
sure that he does not squander the money lie
earns.

Hon. L. Craig: Who shall say whether he
squanders it, the Commissioner?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This provi-
sion applies largely to boys and girls trained
in State institutions and sent out to posi-
tions. A girl might be paid 15s. a week, of
which she would receive 2s. 6d. while the
balance of 12s. 6d. would be paid into her
account. Upon the money so saved she could
draw as desired. This is done by agreement
under the regulation, and Air. Baxter ob-
jects to the regulation.

Hon. L. Craig: But who shall determine
whether the money is squandered, the Com-
missioner?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. We,
know of many natives who, immediately they'
receive their pay, weekly, monthly, or quar-
terly, have a certain way of getting rid of
it, and some protection is necessary in those
eases.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I agree with you so
far as you have gone, but there is no limit
to the regulation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Let me em-
phAsise another difference between our regu-
lations and those of Queensland. Here the
money is paid to the credit of the individual,
hut in Queensland a percentage is paid to
the credit of a common fund, which is uti-
lised by the Government for the benefit of
all other n-Atives. That fund to-day has a,
credit in the vicinity of half a million. The
position here is entirely different. In
Queensland it is provided that the money be-
longing to these people shall be paid through
the protectors to the department. I shall
later on have an opportunity of dealing with
these particular regulations.

Hon. C- F. Baxter: Where are the regula-
tions? Have they been laid upon the Table
of the House?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not yet. I
shall be in a position to show the House

been heaped upon some of the regulations,
they are essential anid so much in the inter-
ests of the natives that there is little in them
to complain of. We do not exercise our
rights with adults, except in exceptional
eases, but with respect to juniors we en-
deavour in every case, by agreement with
the employer, to ensure that before the boy
or girl is employed, an arrangement of this
kind shall be made.

I-on. L. Craig: You have to sign a conl-
tract, dto you not, that when you employ a
minor you have to pay one-third of the wage
to the institution?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not to the
institution, and not in the case of natives.

Hon. L. Craig: I am talking about a ward
of the State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so
in regard to the Child Welfare Department,
hut iii the ease of the Native Affairs Depart-
mnent, that percentage, whether it be 10, 20
or even up to 75 per cent., is paid into a
separate trust account for the individual na-
tive. If members will look at the annual re-
port of the Commissioner for Native Affairs,
they will obtain a full account of the activi-
ties of the department in that direction.
There is a large number of such accounts
for natives, and a fairly considerable sum)
of mionev is involved.

The Government's decision to introduce a
five-dlay working week in its administrative
offices has called for some interesting aind-
to be charitable--some very misleading coin-
inents. Mr. Holmes said-

This country cannot go on paying an in-
creased basic "-age and reducing hours of work
to civil servants and others on the eve of a
genei-al election.

Mr. Nicholson suggeosted-
This matter might have been more deeply
considered before it was actually decided upon,
because it wvill be bouind to have a reaction
that we can hardly contemplate at this stage.

Other members made similar statements, all
of which seemed to imply that the Govern-
ment had no right to take any action in the
interests of the community in the year next
preceding a general election.

As wemirbers are probably aware, the
Public Service Commissioner, in his report
for the year 19.36-37, suggested that greater
efficiency might be achieved in the public
offices through an adjustment of hours pro-
viding for a five-day week. In May last, a
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combined deputation, representing the Civil
Servic Association and the Railway Officers'
Union, waited on the Premier to request the
Government's consideration of their ease for
a five-ay week. After the fullest enquiries
had been made, and the Government was
satisfed that there would be no extra cost,
and that arrangements could be made to suit
the convenience of the public, it was decided
to adopt the proposal. Under the new ar-
rangement, officers work thle same number of
hou1rs as previously, notwithstan ding Mr.
Holmes's statement to the contrary. Pro-
-vision has been made for cashiers to he in
attendance for the receipt of cash onl Satur-
day mornings, for the Land Titles Office to
open as required by statute, and for offices
in country centres to remain open on Satur-
day either with a full or a skeleton Staff as
may he required.

I-on. L. Craig: Do they get overtime for
that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, they
get time off. Skeleton staffs will be in
attendance at most metropolitan offices
-ntil the new arrangemients arc working
smoothly. If the experience of the Common-
wealth service, and of the services of New
South Wales and Tasmania, may be accepted
as at guide, it will probably be unnecessary
to maintain the skeleton staffs for any length
of time. In those services skeleton staffs,
which were retained when the five-day week
was first inaugurated, were subsequently dis-
l)Cnsed with as they were not required by the
public.

A letter received from the Public Service
0 (ieL, Hobart, Tasmania, mentions, inter
alia-

So far as the closing of Goi-erninent offices
on Saturday mornings isq concerned, no com-
plaint has emnated from thle public or from
any direction.

There is a strong- presumption that greater
efficiency will accrue through the new adjust-
ment of hours. In this connection I will
quote from a letter received from the Chair-
man of the Public Service Board of New
South Wales-

An exhaustive search and careful examina-
tion of the reports were made to ascertain If
the records would suppiy sufficient data to en-
able me to give you comparative figures indi-
eating the re!sult of the change. This has
taken considerable time, but, unfortunately,
there is insufficient material upon which to
base any mnathienmaticail conclusion, although the
reports clearly indicate thle five-day working

120]

week tends to greater efficiency, as well as
having a benieficial effect from a recuperative
point of view.

In other departments the adoption of the five-
day weeki has resulted in a reductioa of over-
time.

O"fficers, too, are more contented by reason of
the elimination of Saturday miornling work. No
statisries are aivailable to indicate tile effect on
sick leave of oflicors, but, in the board's opin-
ion, the recuperative benefits resulting from
the allowance of two full days free from duty
at the end of eachi week tend towards greater
efficey and an increased oiutput, as well as
Improving the general well-being of officers.

There is every reason to anticipate that simi-
lar beneficial re~sults will accrue in our own
service, and that any slight inconvenience
which the general public zay suffer during
the initial stages of the change will be more
than compensated in other directions.

I do not know that I would have said as
much as I have regarding the five-day week
had it not been for Mr. Macfarlane's re-
marks of last nig-ht. Members will re-
collect that Mr. Mlacfarlane was some-
what critical of the introduction of the five-
day week. Ini effect he said that it would
aff.ect bu1siness rather embarrassingly in some
directions and might even cause business
losses. The reason hie gave for holding'this
view "-as that it was not possible for his
firm to have certain documents signed on
Saturday morning when a boat was leaving
either on that day or on the following Mfon-
day. I asked Mr. Macfarlane to which de-
partment he was referring, and that he men-
tioned the Agricultural Department. Some
of his actuial words were as fellows:-

The mailboat sails for England on Monday,
and carries a large quantity of primary pro-
duce for overseas countries ... Let tue relate
an oxperieuce of the effect of the five-day week
in the Public Service. Saturday being a holi-
day, the papers for Monday's shipments by the
rnailboat had to lbe prepared on Friday.
Representatives of the State and Common-
wr thtliGovernments were not available on Sat-
urday to sign the requisite papers. This diffi-
culty causes delay, and mnight even result in fin-
ancial loss through the drop in the market be-
tween the arrival of one ship andl another in
Great Britain.

It will he recollected that the hon. member
refeirred to his being interested in eggs as
well as in butter. I was rather anxious to
know the actual facts, because after listen-
ing to Mr. Macfarlane last night it did ap-
pear to me that there was a weakness in the
present administration. If the hon. mem-
ber's statements were correct, it was a weak-
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ness which should be remedied witb the least
possible delay. Just before the House met
tb-is afternoon, the Minister for Agriculture
handed to mc the report of Mr. Shaw, the
Poultry Adviser, who deals with these mat-
ters. I have not yet completely perused the
document, but it appears to me so important
that I will read it-

The Under Secretary for Agriculture.
With reference to yours of the 31st August,

my remarks were contained in the personal ex-
planation issued previously. The Ron. James
Macfarlane is not correct in his assertions in
I"IHansard."P I personally interviewed all
Export Floors and informed them that as Sat-
urday *s a holiday, inconvenience might be
caused if they (lid not inform us that they re-
quired documents and inspections on the Sat-
urday mornings.

I personally interviewed Mr. Ellard, amana-
ger for the Hon. James Macfarlane 's estab-
lishment trading under the name of Baxter &
Macfarlane, and informed him that we would
be present to issue documents or inspection on
any Saturday morning prodiding the firm, gave
us notice on the Friday afternoon. I was
thanked accordingly.

On the morning of August 20th I was pre-
sent in the office doing nothing. On the morn-
ing of August 27th I gave permission to Mr.
Liovegrove to be absent owing to the fact that
he had been working three nights during the
week on Muresk Egg Laying Trial results;
and as no requests arrived in for documents on
the Saturday, Miss Rogers and myself wvere
not required in the office.

Barter & Macfarlane have little to complain
with regard to the facilities offered by the offi-
cers of the Poultry Branch. Mfany nights have
we worked on their premises faciltating their
activities with neither recompense nor the ex-
pectation of recompense; and at times we have
been there in the early morning in order to
facilitate the export of eggs. This has been
a distinct breach of Regulation 19 which rends
as follows:-

19. (1) A person -who intends to export
any dairy produce shiall furnish to the de-
partment, after the goods have been. de-
livered at an appointed place or at any other
place permitted by the secretary in puranl-
alice of Regulation 18 of these regulations,
a notice andl declaration in writing, which
shall, subject to subl-regulation (3) of this
regulation, he in aceordance with Form 3,
4 or 5, as the case requires.

(2) The notice and declaration shall be
furnished-

(a) in the case of butter (other than
milled butter), cheese, egg pulp
and eggs in shell-at least three
clear working days before the pro-
posed date of shipment;

and your officers have broken this regulation
extensively in order to facilitate the shipment
of eggs from Western Australia, and the Hon.
James Macfarlane has expressed appreciation
of our attitude on many occasions when we

have waived this regulation in order to facill-
tate shipment for his firm.

Apart from this aspect there were two Com-
monwealth officers on duty that morning, on
whom the responsibility for issuing documents
falls equally with the officers of your depart-
ment, and they, on request would have facili-
tated any shipment require4 by Baxter & Mac-
farlane, Ltd. If I might pass aL comment:-
The remarks of the H2on. James Macfarlane
are not in accordance with facts, for on Satur-
day morning, August 27th, Inspector Stocker
was present on. the floor of Baxter & Macfar-
lane, Ltd., certifying eggs for export, and
these cases were part of the consignment over
which the Hon. James Macfarlne complained.
Inspector Stocker being present on the floor on
Saturday morning coulid, and would, have is-
sued any necessary documents had he been
requested to do so.

So mchl for the complaints made by Mr.
MAacfarlane. I could go further in regard to
the matter if I so desired. However, [ do
wish to express my resentment of statements-
of the kind made by the hon. nmember for
political advnntage--statcmen-ts which he
niust hav'e known, in view of the document
I have just read, to be not in accordance
with tho facts. Notwithstanding that, how-
ever, the department is prepared to gieall-
the facilities it possibly can either to Baxter

&Macfarlane or to any other firm engaged
in the export industries of this State. My
experience has been that most of our officers
are prepared to inconvenience themiiselves
ev-en, greatly in order to provide a servie
which will be satisfactory.

Now I wish to refer to the rermirk of
Mr. Parker-. The hon. mievber dealt with
two or three questions such us sta rtinlg- price
bookmaking and the administration of the
licensing l aws. It wsill be remiembered. that
Mr, Parker spoke last night, and all I have
been able to do so far is to submit his re-
marks onl sta rtinrg-p rice betting and the
licensing laws to thle Commissioner of Police.
I have here the Commissioner's reply. For
myself personally, I need only say that
the Government has already announced its
intention to introduce during the current
session a Bill dealing with start ing-price
betting-" If we secure an Act as the, result
of introducing the Bill, it mlay be hoped that
somie of the things mentioned hy thle hon.
member will become non-existent, or at any
ra1te0 be v-cry materially reduced, Thi- L- the
reply fur-nished hy the Commnissioner- of
Police-

I say without fear of contradiction that the
hotels arc as wvell conducted here as in any
part of Australia. Tin fact, I amn of the opin-
ion, as the result of may experience in the Ens-
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tern States, that they are better conducted.
There is no0 differential treatment meted out
to any olne of them, and from the reports given
to inc by the liquor inspection branch I am
of the opinion that none of them is granted
immunity.

So far as starting-price lbetting is concerned,
the figures regarding prosecutions that are
mnentioned in my annual report speak for them-
selves,
I wvould point out to hon. lie~nihers that the
report of the Commissioner of P'olice was
taluled in this House yesterday. To c7ontinuew
the Commissioner's statement-

If Air. Parker is referring to sonic of the
Larger starting-priee bookmnakers, I would draw
Is attention to thle fact that they lire paying

approxiniateir £ 1,000 per annum in fines, and
this fact has been stated ohl several occasions.

Hon. L. Craig: A sort of license fee.
'[le CHIEF SECRETARY: The Corti-

miissionefr continlues-
There is none of themi imlnana from prose-

eution whore evidence cnn 1)0 obtained, and Mr.
'Parker would be the first to admit that unless
you have the evidence, it is useless to bring a
elisc inito court.

With respect to hlis remarks about allega-
tions o-f br-ibery and eorp *In, .. 0ic h states
ho hears on all sides, it is only reasonable to
ask that he make public his information and
his informants, and then it can be soon what
justification there is for suich wild statemlents.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: 'May I ask the
Minister if he believes that some hotels are
not immune?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do, anld I
would refer the hon. mnember for further in-
formation to the report of the Coissi.ioner
of Police that was tabled yesterday.

Hon. H. .3, WY. Parker: I was referring to
hotels.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Onl this oaca-
tion Mr. Holmes did not iprovidle me with
rnch to reply to. One point he raised had
reference to the closing hours of certain
ishops. He mentioned the recent action of
the Government in extending the closine"
hours of those shops and suggested that it
bad acted contrary to the law. That conten-
tion was entirely wrrong. Under the Fac-
tories and Shops Act, provision is mnade for
the temporary suspension of the Act in so
far as it applies to the closing time for
shops. The request for this concession was,
in the first instance, submitted by a deputa-
tion that included Mr. R.. S, Sampson,'
M.L.A., and was representative of the fruit-
growers. It was pointed out that as fruit
shops were required to close at 11 o'clock, a
large volume of trade was lost, and that this

was having anl adverse effect onl fruitgrou-ers.
Similar temporary suspensions of closing
hours of shops have been granted to mneet
exceptional ci reuimstainees of this desc'ri p-
tion. I merely mntion that fact for the
information of tile lion. nmemner.

lInformation w-as soughlt by -Mr. P~arker re-
garding the cost of trolley buses. I have
recteived from the general mnanageOr of the
Traniway' s, Ferries and ltectricity Supply,
Mr. Tay' lor, thle following information :

Thle total cust of trolley buses to dlate
aiiiotiits to .9,1.This covers the Claremont
conversion. and the compljlete Wemabley service,
thle amonit F)eing made ul) as under-

£
Original Irolley buses (3)

and overhiead line, WXeiii-
bley .. .

Claremont conversion 26,900
5,240

)7,62.5

Fourteen new barses .47,750 79,890
Total . 97,515e

I find '[ have somue information which I in-
tended to supply earlier in mly remiarks, but
which [ overlooked. I refer particularly to
exuendifr nin' i thpewcontry. The point
arose mAily- bieillit of 31r, Thomson's re-
mlarks-' onl hospital exp~enditure, inl the coure
of which he was severely critical of the Gov-
ernmnent and( said it Jind one law for the cityv
and another for thle country. Commilenting,
on the Government's lproposal to erect a new
Perth hospital, lie said-

There is a greater numiber of votes in the
metropolitan area thtan in the country districts,
and in consequence the Giovernient is not game
to tell the city people that tliev must pay to-
wards thle cost of their hospital, as the people
in the country are required to pay for their
establishmentrs.
For the information of memnbers generall,,
it may he as well to point out that the total
amiount of hospital tax collected during the
financial year ended the 30th June, 1938,
was £24-5,659. The subsidies paid to hospi-
tals totalled £300,866. These were allocated
as follows:-

Metropolitan hospitals-fl12l,878, which in-
cludes £15,994 expenditure on buildings and
equipment.

Country hospitals-9174,488, which includes
£14,968 expenditure on buildings and equip-
meat.

Hon, L. Cratic-: '11%r. Thomson was refer-
ring to the decision of the Government to
pay the total cost of the erection of the
Perth Hospital.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, prob-
ably that was what occasioned the hon.
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mnember's remarks, but there was no need
for him to make the statement he did. These
details show that his assertion is not borne
out by the facts.

I realise that I have been speaking for a
long time. There are many points I have
not touched affecting matters that were
mentioned by members during their Address-
in-reply speeches. The information I have
given to-night in reply to menmbers is as up
to date as possible and can be taken as
accurate. I have endeavoured to obtain
details respecting other matters, but the
information has not yet come to hand. I
will -make it available to the House when
it is in my possession. The general tenor
of the debate this session has been gratify-
ing. There has been some criticism which,
I presume, is inevitable. At the same time
it appeared to me that the criticism offered
in many instances was constructive, and cer-
tainly was not so severely destructive as it
frequently is in this House. From the
remarks of munny members I believe they
realise the difficulties ahead of the Govern-
ment, particularly in view of the pessimistic
outlook that appears to confront the farm-
ing community and primary produncers gener-
ally. line to other factors as well, this will
mean a considerable reduction in the rev-
enue avnilable to the Government this fin-
ancial year. In those circumstances it wiill
be recognised that, although many of the
requests were made by memrbers as essential
in the interests of their electorates, the Gov-
ernment will not be able. to accede to all the
suggestions for financial assistance. Never-
theless it wvill. endeavour, to the best of its
ability, to be fair in the distribution of the
money at its disposal. T thank members for
the courteous hearing they have accorded mc.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretary re-
solved: That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lienit.-Governor by the
President and such members as may desire
to accompany him.

ADJOURNMENT SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.

H. Kitson-West) f 10.9];: I move--
That the House at its rising adjourn till

Tuesday, the 13th September.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.

legislative RAsembip.
Wednesday, 31st August, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RELIEF WORK.

"C" Class Mfen , Definition, aind Earnings.

-Mrs. CARDEfL-OlLIYER asked the Min-
ister for Employment: 1, Will he define the
work of a "C" class man on relief work?
2, Is any of such work piecework 9 3, If so,
what is the lowest weekly amount earned by
"C class men in such pieceework-! 4, What
is tme highest weekly aniount So earned!9

The MINT_\ISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Forestry and laud clearing. 2,
No. .3 and 4, Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS,

Diesel Cars, Inadequate Accommodation.

Mr. SE WAIRD asked the Minister for
Railways: -1, How ninny special trains were
necessary to transport passengers who were
unable to secuire accommodation on Diesel
ears; last Friday9 2, What was the cost of
running the special trains9 3, Will he inake,
arrangements to notify his department of the
approach of school holidays at Christmas
and Easter, so that adequ ate tranisport may
be provided for intending passengers?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Three. 2, £E76. 3. This is not neces-
sar~y; the specials were run) to accommodate
delegaies returning lholme from the Country
Women's Association conference.


